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I N S I D E
D O R D T  C O L L E G E
Korean students expand the ﬁ shbowl
Julie Ooms
U
ntil recently, prospective Dordt 
students who visited Dordt’s 
website or participated in Campus 
Visit Days would 
see a picture of a ﬁ shbowl 
overlooking the ocean on 
the webpage or on bulletin 
board posters. Th e caption 
beneath the picture read, 
“Step into a Larger World,” 
implying that at Dordt 
College, students could 
acquire the skills and 
develop the Reformed 
perspective they needed to live 
successful Christ-like lives wherever they 
ended up aft er graduation. Today’s website and 
campus visit posters are devoid of ﬁ shbowls, 
but Dordt’s mission for its students is the same, 
if reworded: “Find Your Place in God’s World.” 
Dordt College is a place where students are 
trained in the areas God has called them to 
serve, and they go out into his world to act as 
lighted signs pointing toward Christ. 
 Part of ﬁ nding one’s place in God’s world 
involves exploring the community of Christians 
that exists beyond the borders of Dordt College. 
Th rough a recently formed relationship 
between Dordt and two Korean universities, 
students and others at Dordt are getting the 
opportunity to form bonds of their own and 
explore the Christian perspectives of people 
from Korea. 
 Dordt welcomed 
ﬁ ve new Korean students 
this year, four freshmen 
and a junior. Hani Yang is a 
communication major; Kevin 
Kim’s chosen ﬁ eld is business 
administration, and Sae Mee 
Lee looks forward to teaching 
elementary school. Angela 
Jeong is yet undeclared, as many 
freshmen are when they ﬁ rst 
come to college. Angela’s older sister, Grace, a 
junior, transferred from a Korean university 
when her organ teacher left  the school. 
Grace is pursuing a major in church music, 
recently performed in her junior recital, and is 
considering going on to graduate school. Harah 
Sun, the sixth of Dordt’s Korean students, came 
to Dordt two years ago as a freshman and is 
studying political studies and Spanish. 
 Dordt looks forward to enrolling more 
Korean students in future years. “We’ll probably 
have six to eight students come to Dordt from 
Korea next year,” says Quentin Van Essen, 
Dordt’s Director of Admissions. “I think it’s 
very possible for Dordt to have up to thirty 
Korean students in the next two years.” And 
how is this possible? Th e answer is twofold, 
according to Van Essen. One reason is the 
relationship that Dordt has with the Korean 
American community in southern California. 
Dr. Jay Shim, an associate professor of theology 
at Dordt and a Korean American, has been 
very inﬂ uential in cultivating that relationship. 
He has contact with many Presbyterian and 
Christian Reformed Korean pastors in that 
area.
 Th e second reason is another relationship, 
one Dordt has been cultivating with two 
Presbyterian universities in Korea for the past 
ten years. One university, Chong-shin, is in 
South Korea’s capital city, Seoul; the other, 
Kosin, is in the southern city of Busan. In fact, 
the current president of Kosin, Dr. Sung Soo 
Kim, spent time at Dordt College in the early 
1990s to work with Dordt faculty in studying 
how a Christian worldview makes a diﬀ erence 
in Christian education. As the relationship 
(Continued on page 2)
Harah Sun, a junior political studies major who hopes to work at the United Nations some day,  has enjoyed her expanded Korean community this year.
Finding
Th eir
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between Dordt and these “sister 
universities” continues to develop, Shim 
says, he hopes Dordt and these two schools 
will be able to 
exchange professors 
and students, to the 
beneﬁ t of people at 
all three institutions, 
who will be able 
to learn from each 
other.
 “Church growth 
in South Korea 
happened very 
fast,” says Shim. 
Th e gospel that 
Presbyterian missionaries brought to the 
South Koreans aft er the Korean War took 
root in many hearts and spread rapidly 
throughout the country. “People there are 
very devout worshipers,” says Shim. Since 
the Korean War never oﬃ  cially ended—
there was no peace treaty, the people live 
with tension. “Christian faith gives meaning 
and hope to people’s lives,” says Shim. 
North Americans may be able to learn 
something from their devotion.
 However, Shim goes on to say, 
“Christianity has had little impact on the 
culture in South Korea. Christian life there 
is very dualistic. People go to church on 
Sundays, and pray very regularly, and 
read Scripture, but there is no sense of a 
Christian worldview for all areas of life.” 
Koreans can learn more about the role 
of the Christian faith in culture, Shim 
believes. “Both Korean institutions want 
Dordt to help their faculty develop a 
Christian worldview that ﬁ ts their culture 
and so be able to teach courses from such 
perspective,” says Shim. Th e developing 
relationship between Dordt and these two 
universities makes this goal very possible, 
very soon, he believes.
 But there’s another side to the coin. 
Remember the ﬁ shbowl? Dordt students 
as well as Korean students need to step 
outside the world they’re comfortable 
with and experience how others live, both 
because of their Christian walk and, more 
generally, because of their diﬀ erent cultural 
backgrounds. “Dordt is limited,” says Shim, 
“geographically, culturally, and ethnically. 
Having these Korean students come to 
Dordt is a way to let both groups experience 
diﬀ erences.” 
 Th e Korean students have certainly had 
those cross-cultural experiences, but not 
all of them have been about faith issues. 
Angela and Grace Jeong, for instance, 
have a funny story about food in America 
and Korea. “In Korea,” says Angela, “we 
would have a bowl of rice or soup, and 
then a lot of other dishes. And Koreans 
are smaller people. Americans seem 
to have one dish only, and they are tall 
and large! I wondered, how do they get 
that way?” When asked if she liked the 
campus, Angela said “Very much;” Grace 
interjected, “But what about the smell?” 
referring to the large hog farms that are 
located near enough campus to waft  their 
smell throughout the area. 
 Th ese students have learned a lot about 
the Reformed worldview and the way 
other Dordt students practice their faith. 
“At home, we used to have quick morning 
services at 6 a.m. before we started our 
days,” says Yang. “Here at Dordt I go to 
Christ Community Church every Sunday 
and G.I.F.T. (student-led contemporary 
worship) and Th ursday chapels.” Th e Jeong 
sisters’ father was an army chaplain for 
twenty-ﬁ ve years, and the family talked 
about faith 
issues oft en 
at home. 
Th e 
biggest 
diﬀ erence 
they ﬁ nd 
with the 
Reformed worldview they’ve learned about 
at Dordt is its emphasis on creation, they 
say. In Korea redemption is not oft en 
linked to God’s whole creation, but only 
to the salvation of God’s people. Angela, 
however, says she appreciates what she’s 
been learning in her theology class. “I have 
developed my faith in theology (class),” 
she says. “It made me study more deeply 
about what ‘Christian’ means.” Professors 
hope that all Dordt students are able to say 
the same thing—possibly spurred on by 
interaction with the Korean students.
 “I want my students to be agitated,” 
says Shim. “Dordt students need to be 
challenged, with a direction toward 
developing a Christian worldview.” Dordt’s 
website describes the school in a similar 
way, calling it a place where students 
“stretch their minds in exciting new ways.” 
Th e rich Christian heritage and intellectual 
community at Dordt gives students a 
place to stand, to sprout, and to grow into 
Christians capable of aﬀ ecting our world 
for Christ. “We can shape others,” says 
Shim, “and be challenged by them. When 
we do this, we will all be able to move 
throughout the world and live as 
light and salt.”
Dr. Carl E. Zylstra
It takes a village to raise a child,” one of the candidates for president of the United States is fond of saying. “No,” 
replies another candidate from the other 
party, “It doesn’t take a village, but it does 
take a family.”
 Far be it from me to wade into that 
squabble. I’ll leave that to our social work, 
psychology, and education departments to 
sort out. But of this I am conﬁ dent: when it 
comes to providing the kind of education 
and formation that late adolescent 
Christian youth require to grow in lives 
of discipleship, it may not take a village 
but it surely takes a college—and all the 
individuals and gift s that comprise that 
college.
 I was reminded of that earlier this year 
when a good friend of Dordt College and 
his wife had taken a tour of campus and 
talked to many good people across campus. 
He said to me aft erward, “From all I can 
see, this campus is in such great shape and 
runs so well, what on earth is there left  for 
you to do as president of this place?” While 
his comment was made at least somewhat 
tongue-in-cheek, his point was well taken. 
A college is made up of a host of people 
with various assignments and callings. 
When they all do their part and carry out 
their respective tasks with diligence and 
eﬀ ectiveness, a college president has little 
to do, I guess, but simply “preside.” 
 Admittedly, there is more to it than 
that. Th e board of trustees of a college 
is charged with protecting the 
mission of the college, and 
they assign the president the 
responsibility to advocate 
continually for the mission, 
ensuring that mission 
internally within the 
institution, and assuring 
that mission externally to 
potential supporters and 
encouragers.
 But the president 
generally doesn’t 
teach many classes; 
there are gift ed 
professors appointed 
to do that. Nor does 
the president maintain the buildings. 
In my case, it would be a disaster if I 
tried. Yet we have tremendously talented 
maintenance staﬀ  who exercise stewardship 
over the buildings and grounds that 
make up the environment of the college. 
We have business oﬃ  cers who have 
the gift  of organizing ﬁ nances. Student 
services administrators and staﬀ  have the 
knowledge to provide co-curricular and 
educational formation for students during 
the 150 hours per week that students 
are not in class. Admissions people 
know how to present the opportunities 
of a Dordt College education to high 
school students who still need to be 
convinced. And fundraisers and 
publicists let the whole world 
know the quality of the Christ-
centered education carried out 
at Dordt College—and invite 
them to join this eﬀ ort as well.  
 I’ve probably missed a 
few parts of the college in this 
litany, but you get the point. When 
a young woman or man 
walks onto our campus, 
there is a whole college 
full of people who are 
there to ensure his or her 
education—and it takes 
them all to do so eﬀ ectively.
 Perhaps you’ve seen the television ad for 
the cellular service that visualizes a whole 
host of “network” workers who stand 
behind the cellular service to which you 
subscribe. Th at’s really the picture we ought 
to have of Dordt College as well—except 
for one huge diﬀ erence.
 At Dordt College, the network isn’t 
here because you pay them to be here. 
At Dordt College our faculty, staﬀ , and 
administration are here because they 
believe in the mission of the college, 
and they want to help each student take 
advantage of that education as well. Each 
person who joins the college is asked 
to aﬃ  rm the principles and basis of the 
college. Faculty and administrators alike 
are asked to demonstrate that commitment 
to our mission by maintaining active 
membership in a church that adheres 
to Reformed doctrine and supports the 
mission of the college—and to provide 
their own children with a Christ-centered 
education from kindergarten on.  
 Certainly, not everyone who seeks to 
be a disciple of Jesus Christ has to attend 
Dordt College in order to be faithful in 
their calling. I hope none of us at Dordt 
are ever so arrogant as to believe that 
to be the case. But of this I am certain: 
we at Dordt College believe that it takes 
all of us to provide the kind of Christ-
centered education that our college was 
founded to provide. As this issue of Voice
again demonstrates, we believe we have 
developed a strong network to provide the 
24/7 Christ-centered education that we 
have promised. When you join our college, 
as student or supporter, you really do “get 
the network.” For the type of education 
we promise to deliver, the slogan seems 
accurate: it really does take a college.
It Takes a College . . .
Dr. Carl E. Zylstra
F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T
Dr. Jay Shim
Korean students bring a devout faith
Angela Jeong is a freshman communication ma-
jor, whose sister, Grace, a junior music major, 
also came to Dordt this year. Angela was an ex-
change student in the United States before she 
enrolled at Dordt.
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A Professor’s Th oughts
on Graduation Day
 Graduation is always a time of mixed 
feelings. Students are excited, and so are 
we. We have grown close to many of them 
through their four years at Dordt College. 
We wrestled with them, we laughed with 
them, we worried with them, and we 
worked closely with them. To let them go 
means another chapter in our lives comes 
to a close—all too quickly. 
 We are excited to see them face new 
challenges in life as they leave and go 
across the United States and Canada and 
beyond. But we also worry about whether 
our training has been adequate. Have we 
prepared them enough for the challenges 
that we know they will face? Has our 
education been adequate so that they will 
be able to handle the responsibilities on the 
job? More than this, will they hold to the 
Covenant-Kingdom vision that we tried 
to instill in them? Will they be faithful to 
their spouses and children? Will they take 
a signiﬁ cant place in the church? Will they 
always follow the Lord? Or, will they fall 
into the trap of materialism? Will they 
get sucked into the vortex of corporations 
putting so many demands on them that 
they lose their families? Will they forget 
what we tried to teach?  You can be sure 
that we pray for the graduates as they leave, 
and we pray hard.
 We also know that God cleans up our 
training of these students and equips them 
for the calling he gives them. So, as these 
children of God graduate, what exactly do 
we professors say to them?  
 Go now. Do the work of the Lord. Never 
forget his Covenant promises.  Work in 
his kingdom with the hope, the courage, 
and the strength you found here at Dordt 
College as together we studied God’s Holy 
Word and world. And as you go, go with 
God’s blessing. In the words of the Lutheran 
Vespers benediction:
 May the Lord go before you to show you 
the way;
 May He go beside you to encourage you;
 May He go behind you to give you 
strength;
 May He go above you to watch over you;
 And may He be within you to give you 
peace.  
 Charles Veenstra
Th e Eﬀ ect We Intend
 How do we know that what we do has 
the eﬀ ect we intend? Th e simple answer is 
that we can’t—not completely anyway. Yet we 
try—partly to keep improving what we do.
 Within educational circles, assessing 
the eﬀ ect of our teaching and curriculum 
has become a mandated necessity by most 
funding and accrediting organizations. 
People want to know that what they are 
supporting is what they think they are 
supporting.
 How do we know what our graduates 
have learned during their four years at 
Dordt College? If you talk to ﬁ ve diﬀ erent 
people, you’ll likely get ﬁ ve diﬀ erent 
perspectives. Put them all together and 
you may have the best picture you’re going 
to get—assessment instruments, student 
feedback, academic exams, personal stories, 
faculty experiences. 
 And yet, in the end, it will still be hard 
to know exactly what students leave college 
knowing—partly because some things need 
to ripen and won’t even show up until years 
and other life experiences are added on. 
Still, learning what we can about what we’re 
doing helps us do a better job next time. 
Social Challenges Essays
 Among folks in higher education 
assessment, Dordt College has gained a 
reputation for one piece of its academic 
assessment package. Each spring seniors 
write what is called a Social Challenges 
Essay. It is an attempt by the college to 
assess how seniors have developed in 
their ability to be discerning about their 
culture.
  Seniors are asked to identify one 
challenge in our culture that they believe 
is particularly signiﬁ cant and write an 
essay that illustrates why they believe it 
is important. In the process they must 
discuss signiﬁ cant historical, social, and 
technological factors that have helped 
them understand how this challenge has 
developed. Students are asked to draw on 
coursework, readings, and life experiences 
as they discuss how Christians can 
respond to the challenge personally 
and collectively and also help others 
understand its signiﬁ cance.
 Th e essay topics are almost as diverse 
as the number of students who write them, 
but several themes recur and speciﬁ c 
issues surface in several contexts:
• Social justice issues such as child 
abuse and child labor, health issues, 
availability of social services, prejudice, 
incivility, individualism, and family 
breakdown 
• Technology and the Christian’s 
responsibility toward it, with many 
focusing on bio-technology. 
• Th e economy including such themes 
as globalization, capitalism, aﬄ  uence, 
economic justice, and poverty and world 
hunger. 
• Environmental issues, including 
energy use, climate change, and stewardly 
care of the land as a signiﬁ cant challenge 
for their generation
• Worldview and faith issues, with some 
noting a decrease in biblical obedience, a 
failure to connect belief with action, and 
the need to live faithfully, be servants, 
and be mission-minded, the dangers of 
comfortable Christianity, and the possible 
implications of current religious conﬂ icts.
 Many students found it easiest to 
address individual steps they can take to 
try to bring change or right wrongs. Some 
(and the college hopes this will happen for 
all, eventually) have begun to understand 
that changing structures is likely the most 
eﬀ ective way to bring sustained change. 
Th e hope is that writing the essay not only 
provides faculty with information about 
what students are learning, but that it also 
helps them see concretely how to continue 
thinking about the social challenges they 
will face aft er they graduate. 
An excerpt from one student’s essay on the 
injustice toward children in our world:
 I think Christians have a high calling 
to make sure that justice is happening in 
the world, it may be simpler to see the 
pain and just get overwhelmed, to see the 
overﬂ owing orphanages and get depressed, 
but that is not where our actions should 
end.
 Christians must seek to live out the 
hope that we have been given, perhaps 
deciding to research the products we buy 
and steer clear of places that use unjust 
means of economic gain or sponsor a child 
or adopt children. We must ultimately 
recognize this challenge as a signiﬁ cant 
one. No, we do not abuse children 
ourselves but the choices we make today 
may have an impact on children’s lives in 
other parts of the world tomorrow.
 We are not individuals separately living 
our lives. We are part of a greater picture 
that demands our attention, respect, 
caution, care, and love. Let’s work toward 
that higher calling in caring for “the least 
of these.”
What have graduates learned?
From self-reported assessment data we know:
Among Dordt seniors, 42.5 percent say 
that keeping up to date with political 
affairs is either very important or 
essential (compared to 40.9 percent 
at other religiously afﬁ liated four year 
colleges), and 16.4 percent say they 
discussed politics frequently in the 
last year (compared to 17.7 percent). 
Interestingly, they and their counterparts 
at other schools do not vote in large 
numbers, however.
 Seniors report that they have 
developed a “much stronger” 
understanding of justice issues than 
they had when they entered college. 
This seems to apply primarily to global 
issues (24.8 percent as compared to 
23.1 percent at comparable institutions). 
Their understanding of local social issues 
is lower than that of other schools (14.7 
percent compared to 18.4 percent).
 Bible knowledge among Dordt 
College students is relatively strong 
when they enter college, but shows only 
a marginal gain over four years. 
 As they leave college, Dordt seniors' 
perceptions of their ability to help 
solve complex real-world problems 
and contribute to the welfare of their 
communities is similar to what it was 
when they entered.
 Based on the assessment 
instruments, Dordt seniors also reported 
having an increased interest in 
• having administrative responsibility 
for the work of others
•  helping others who are in difﬁ culty 
• developing a meaningful philosophy 
of life
• participating in a community action 
program
• keeping up to date with political 
affairs
•  becoming a community leader
• integrating spirituality into life
 A few more miscellaneous ﬁ ndings 
about Dordt College seniors.
• They feel it is important to get 
involved in programs to clean up the 
environment.
• Many have participated in a 
practicum, internship, ﬁ eld experience, 
or clinical assignment (73 percent 
compared to 59 percent).
• Dordt seniors were more likely 
to have worked part-time, taken an 
interdisciplinary course, participated in 
intramural sports, attended religious 
services, received course assignments 
via internet.
• Dordt seniors were less likely to have 
transferred from another school, tutored 
another student, worked on an individual 
studies project, socialized with a different 
ethnic group, felt lonely or homesick, felt 
bored in class, or failed classes.
A Few Things We Know About Dordt Students
I have learned to think critically.  Rather than simply absorbing everything I hear from professors, I’ve 
learned to assess what they are telling me, allowing me to agree or disagree with their stance and form 
my own opinions and ideas on the subject matter. Th is has challenged me to better understand why I 
believe the things I believe. Heather Otten, Brookﬁ eld, Wisconsin
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On the 29th of March, at 3:00 a.m., while most of their fellow students were sleeping, three Dordt students 
and two professors drove to Omaha to catch 
a 6:00 ﬂ ight to Philadelphia. Aft er landing, 
they rented a car and drove to Princeton, 
New Jersey, to attend the Abraham Kuyper 
Prize, Lecture, and Consultation at 
Princeton Th eological Seminary.
 Th e three students—junior Kim Deelstra 
(pre-med), freshmen Jacob Kroeze (Spanish 
education) and Joel Veldkamp (political 
studies)—are all participants in the Kuyper 
Scholars’ Program (KSP), Dordt’s honors 
program. Th eir accompanying professors, 
Drs. Mary Dengler and Roger Henderson, 
had wanted to attend the conference and 
thought the students would also beneﬁ t 
from it. 
 “Th e students are studying Kuyperian 
thought in their KSP classes,” says Dengler, 
“but we wanted the students in KSP to 
enter into a larger conversation of Kuyper’s 
worldview and thought, and recognize that 
Kuyper isn’t just ‘Dordt-speak,’ but a part of 
the larger Christian scholarly tradition. Th e 
conference was an opportunity for them to 
do so.” 
 Th e conference was made up of several 
parts. On Th ursday evening Dr. Richard 
Mouw received the Abraham Kuyper 
Prize for his paper, “Church, Pluralism, 
and Civil Society: Kuyper for the New 
Century,” presented at Miller Chapel where 
Kuyper delivered Th e Stone Lectures in 
1898. On Friday, the group listened to 
a series of lectures that sought to relate 
Kuyperian thought to world issues such 
as globalization, pluralism, and poverty. 
Saturday’s “Faith Beyond Sunday” 
conference explored ways of applying 
Kuyper to popular culture. Between and 
aft er lectures, the three students and two 
professors went sightseeing in historic 
Princeton and shared long conversations 
and Indian food.
 Th e students were deeply aﬀ ected by the 
experience. Veldkamp calls it “very mind-
stretching.” 
 “At times the lectures were way over 
my head, but I felt like I got a better sense 
of the Reformed worldview,” he says. He 
also enjoyed traveling to the East Coast. 
Kroeze agrees with Veldkamp, saying 
that the lectures were “way above what I’d 
heard before,” but also thinks he gleaned 
something very worthwhile from the 
conference. “As a Spanish teacher, I can 
see myself using what I learned from this 
experience to relate worldviews from 
diﬀ erent cultures when I teach.” He is quick 
to say that he still has a lot to learn, however: 
“I need to read a lot more philosophy if I’m 
going to go to another conference!”
 Deelstra was also profoundly aﬀ ected 
by the conference. Aft er the conference, 
she says she has even more questions, from 
“What is the proper place for Christians in 
the business world?” to “How can we call 
ourselves Christians—‘little Christs’—when 
we do not seem to believe that the laws 
and teachings of Christ apply to us, either 
individually or as a community?”  
 Deelstra spent last summer in Namibia, 
one of the most westernized countries in 
Africa, where she faced poverty, restricted 
access to healthcare, and a poor education 
system. 
 “I’ve realized the pervasiveness of 
consumerism in our culture and our 
churches, and I’m beginning to wonder 
if we—Kuyperians and other evangelical 
Americans—have forgotten or ignored 
Christ,” she says. She found it diﬃ  cult, 
at times, to listen to debates about the 
relationship between church and state while 
millions of people are displaced in Sudan, 
sex-slavery continues virtually unchecked 
in southern Asia and other areas of the 
world, and North Americans abuse the 
environment without seeming to care about 
the impact. Yet despite those frustrations, 
Deelstra appreciated the opportunity to 
attend the conference and says that it raised 
issues she wants to study further. 
 “I believe the most important lesson I 
learned at the conference is that we should 
not be so proud as to think that we have 
ﬁ gured God out,” she says. She’ll continue 
to struggle with her questions and the issues 
raised as a result of the conference, trying to 
understand how God would have her live.  
Sally Jongsma
Students in Dr. Benjamin Kornelis’s “Music of Non-Western Cultures” class may not have known what a Gamelan 
was before they enrolled in the course, 
but they certainly do now. Toward the 
end of the semester, they even got to play 
one—or pieces of one. A Gamelan is really a 
collection of Southeast Asian instruments—
the equivalent of an orchestra—made up 
of gongs of diﬀ erent sizes, xylophone-type 
instruments, metallophones, and drums.
 Students received instruction on 
playing the Gamelan at the National Music 
Museum, located on the campus of the 
University of South Dakota in Vermillion, 
South Dakota, an hour’s drive from Dordt 
College. Th e museum is world renowned 
for its collections, which include more 
than 13,500 American, European, and 
non-Western instruments from virtually all 
cultures and historical periods. 
 Th e National Music Museum’s Gamelan 
was built by the best instrument maker in 
Java and is played regularly by the museum’s 
Gamelan Ensemble. In fact, the class heard 
the ensemble practice the same piece they 
had played for their lesson.
 “Because there is a basic simple melody, 
it was not so diﬃ  cult for students to begin 
to play a stripped down version,” says 
Kornelis. But their real appreciation for the 
instruments came when they were able to 
hear the elaborate melodies and rhythms 
performed by more experienced players. “It 
was like lacework around it,” adds Kornelis. 
He believes that the experience helped 
students see concretely what he hopes they 
take from the course: when musicians take 
the materials of creation and make music 
they do so in an amazing variety of ways.
 Kornelis hopes that the Music of Non-
Western Cultures course helps students be 
less willing to dismiss unfamiliar music 
without at least trying to understand it.
 “People oft en say, “I don’t know much 
about music but I know what I like,” he says. 
He believes what is oft en really meant is “I 
like what I know.” If he is right, the course 
may help students become more open-
minded about music—and more open-
eared, he says with a smile. “Understanding 
something always makes it feel more 
legitimate,” he adds.
 Th e Music of Non-Western Cultures 
course, called World Music in some 
institutions, is a new course that ﬁ lls some 
speciﬁ c needs as well as helping students 
better understand and appreciate music of 
other cultures. It better prepares students 
who teach in states that test music educators 
on their world music knowledge. It also 
oﬀ ers a popular elective to both majors and 
non-majors. 
 “Th ere’s so much cross-pollination in 
music today—between classical and pop, 
between classical and world—that it’s a 
shame not to explore it,” says Kornelis. It 
also oﬀ ers students a music department 
oﬀ ering that fulﬁ lls the college’s cross- 
cultural requirement.
 Th e course includes “lots of listening” 
both inside and outside of class. Because the 
class was more popular than he expected, 
Kornelis had to modify some of his 
expectations for the number of hands-on 
learning experiences, but he says that South 
American and African rhythms are easy to 
do with clapping, which gives everyone an 
instrument.
 “It’s actually increased my map skills,” 
Kornelis says. “I now know where Bali is 
in relation to Java.” Geography matters in 
other ways too. Southeast Asia is gift ed 
with natural copper and tin, the elements 
necessary for making bronze, of which 
many of the Gamelan instruments are made.
 Th e course has been even more 
interdisciplinary than Kornelis expected. 
Students learned not only geography but 
also a great deal about visual art, as well as 
the history, religion, and politics of cultures. 
 “Th ere’s a strong reciprocal relationship 
between music and culture,” he says. 
“You understand the culture better if you 
understand the music and vice versa.” He 
hopes that he’s begun to help dispel the 
sense of superiority of Western music and 
help his students see that “primitive” music 
is oft en anything but primitive. It is just 
a diﬀ erent musical system—oft en a very 
complex one. In his syllabus he shares with 
his students a quote by musician David 
Byrne: “Maybe it’s naïve, but I would love 
to believe that once you grow to love some 
aspect of a culture—its music, for instance—
you can never again think of that culture as 
less than yourself.”
 At least some of his students agree. 
“I’ve found that it’s impossible to learn 
about the music of another culture without 
learning about the culture itself. Th e two 
are inseparable,” says Senior Tim Vande 
Griend. “Th e music of other cultures around 
the world is oft en so diﬀ erent to what our 
western ears are used to hearing that it’s a 
challenge to ‘stretch your ears.’ But once 
you’re able to get beyond accepting only 
the music you’re used to, you’re suddenly 
opened to an enormous amount of beautiful 
music.”
Playing the Gamelan broadens 
students’ musical experience 
Kuyper Scholars head to Princeton
Students enrolled in the Music of Non-Western Cultures class took a trip to the National Music Museum in 
Vermillion, South Dakota, a world-class museum of ethnic, historic, and rare musical instruments. While 
there they had an opportunity to play the Javanese Gamelan, made up of a collection of exotic  instruments.
Siouxland 
Blood Bank 
picks Dordt 
designer
Jane Ver Steeg
A Dordt College graphic design student has won the 
Siouxland Community Blood 
Bank’s annual “Donate 4 Life” 
t-shirt design contest.
 Rachel Clemens, a sophomore 
art major at Dordt, was presented 
with a $200 U.S. Savings Bond 
on March 28 at Dordt College 
during a campus blood drive. 
Clemens also received the ﬁ rst 
t-shirt bearing her design. 
 Th e Blood Bank gives out 
thousands of t-shirts each year 
through its “Donate 4 Life” 
program, in which donors 
who give blood four times in a 
calendar year receive a free t-
shirt.
 Dordt College and several 
other schools in the area used 
the Siouxland Community Blood 
Bank’s 2007 design contest as 
a class project. Dordt’s graphic 
design instructor, David Versluis, 
said that each year students in his 
class are assigned a trademark 
design project. Th eir objective 
is to communicate the nature of 
the chosen organization with a 
design that appeals to the public. 
 Students were enthusiastic 
about the project. It had the 
added incentive of being actually 
produced and of providing a 
valuable service to a worthwhile 
organization. 
 “My main advice to students 
was to keep their designs 
visually strong, uncluttered, and 
appropriate.” 
 Siouxland Blood Bank 
said the annual design contest 
gives them the opportunity to 
showcase designs from talented 
students and that the t-shirts give 
blood donors a chance to show 
their own commitment to regular 
blood donations when they 
proudly wear the “Donate 4 Life” 
t-shirts.
Wearing her award winning t-shirt 
design, Rachel Clemens (right) was 
awarded a $200 U.S. Savings Bond by 
Siouxland Community Blood Bank’s 
public relations director, Pam Masch-
ing (left ). Clemens is a graphic design 
student of Prof. David Versluis.
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Senior Kate Vanden Heuvel began advocating for a marketing emphasis already as a ﬁ rst-year student three 
years ago. Th is spring 
she was the ﬁ rst to 
graduate from Dordt’s 
business program 
with a marketing 
emphasis. 
 Marketing will 
appear as a special 
emphasis for the ﬁ rst 
time in next year’s 
academic catalog, 
but it has been three 
years in development. 
Th e courses required for it have either 
been recently added to the business major 
oﬀ erings or are drawn from courses in 
other majors. Th e new program requires 
students who wish to graduate with such 
an emphasis on their transcript to take six 
courses in addition to the business core: 
Math 107, Statistics; Communication 260, 
Public Relations; existing business courses 
in marketing management and advertising, 
personal selling, and promotion; and 
two courses that have developed over the 
past two years in marketing research and 
electronic marketing. 
 “Marketing is one of the big areas of 
business,” says Professor Bernie Weidenaar. 
“Not only that, it’s a huge part of our 
consumer-oriented culture,” he says. “It’s 
a bit scary to realize that even political 
candidates today are packaged items.” 
Marketers ﬁ nd out how to get through to 
certain interest groups and how to speak 
to them and then, essentially, invent the 
person, he adds.
 Weidenaar believes that students need 
to be aware of how their minds can be 
manipulated, and they need to know how 
they can negatively manipulate others. 
“Th ey need to know what drives a particular 
marketing plan and they need to understand 
what they are called by God to be and do,” 
he says. “Marketing is a powerful tool that 
we must take seriously.”
 “Students need to choose jobs with their 
eyes open,” he says, adding that they should 
strive to be a positive inﬂ uence in their 
workplace, but may also have to realize that 
there may be some jobs Christians simply 
need to walk away from. He cites as an 
example ﬁ nancial institutions that promote 
ways to convince people to overextend 
themselves.  
 Despite marketing’s oft en negative image, 
Weidenaar believes that Dordt College needs 
to prepare students to approach marketing 
from a Christian perspective. Most people 
think of marketing as purely promoting 
or selling, he says. It also includes product 
development and providing a service to 
people who need or desire certain products. 
Marketers analyze needs and markets, they 
develop product lines, and they promote the 
products companies develop.
 Th e marketing emphasis is only one of 
several new business emphases that have 
been and will be added to the business 
curriculum. Last year the department 
introduced a business-biotech emphasis, 
joining with the biology and engineering 
departments to combine courses from 
diﬀ erent departments as well as add two 
speciﬁ c courses that will prepare business 
majors to work in biotech environments. 
Next year, Weidenaar expects the 
department will add an international 
business emphasis.
 “Business is global today,” he says. 
“We need to prepare students for a global 
economy.” He believes students will be 
well served by having a broad-based core 
business major and then focusing on one of 
these emphases.
 Students seem to agree. Vanden 
Heuvel got another eight students to do an 
independent study in market research to 
get things rolling, and twenty-ﬁ ve students 
enrolled in the new e-marketing course. 
Weidenaar expects twenty to twenty-ﬁ ve 
percent of business majors to take advantage 
of the new marketing emphasis.
Senior prompts marketing emphasis
Weidenaar
Sally Jongsma
Junior Business Major Jake Holtrop is preparing for a career in investments and ﬁ nancial planning and, in fact, is 
working for a bank this summer. But his 
semester internship was on the opposite 
side of the business spectrum. He spent four 
months in Nicaragua, working with a small 
business called NicaMade and teaching 
eleventh grade students about business 
ethics.
 “I chose the Nicaragua Business 
Internship because of the reputation and 
quality of experience that previous students 
have had while on the program,” Holtrop 
says. He also thought it would be a good 
way to explore the “business as missions” 
movement that has gained widespread 
popularity across denominational 
boundaries in recent years.  
 Th e goal of NicaMade is to create and 
market products made by rural Nicaraguan 
communities so that families can provide 
a sustainable living for themselves. Th e 
products range from coﬀ ee and pottery 
to bookmarks and metal art. Many of the 
products have a Nicaraguan theme and are 
sold to both mission teams and retail outlets 
in the United States. Holtrop helped make 
presentations to business teams; he assisted 
with market products to the United States, 
he worked with product development in 
rural Nicaraguan communities, and did a 
variety of day to day operational tasks.
 Th e second part of Holtrop’s internship 
put him in front of a class of eleventh grade 
students at Nicaragua Christian Academy 
teaching business ethics. He planned 
lessons, graded assignments, and gave 
guidance on projects and presentations. 
“Th e students really love to learn and put 
large amounts of eﬀ ort into their work,” he 
says. 
 “Th e most signiﬁ cant thing I learned 
was how to assist the poor achieve a higher 
standard of living,” he says.  Many people 
want to give machinery, tools, and new 
infrastructure to countries like Nicaragua. 
Th e problem is that such assistance can 
create a culture of dependence on North 
American aid. He found that although 
Nicaragua is past disaster relief work, it is in 
desperate need of better education, health 
care training, and access to aﬀ ordable loans 
so that people there can support themselves. 
Holtrop says he also came to believe that 
U.S. policy to Central America has hurt 
Nicaraguan families and communities.
 “Th is internship is incredible because it 
teaches people basic economic principles 
and decisions,” he says. Since NicaMade was 
only one year old when Holtrop arrived, 
the company had the typical start-up 
problems. In addition Holtrop had to adjust 
to a diﬀ erent pace and style of living and 
doing business than U.S. business people 
expect. Nevertheless, he says, expressing a 
feeling of ownership for the venture, “I see 
concrete results in where the business has 
come in only one year. We are beginning to 
work with fair trade organizations whose 
certiﬁ cation should bring about more 
credibility and market possibilities. We 
continue to hear stories of success from our 
communities. One in particular has begun 
to market products themselves to other 
areas in Nicaragua.  Th ese types of stories 
give glimpses of hope for the country’s 
people and Nicaragua’s future.”
 Holtrop hopes that once he graduates he 
can continue to serve by working to provide 
access to fairly-priced loans and business 
training in foreign countries. 
Nicaraguan internship gives Holtrop 
a new perspective on business
Jake Holtrop not only worked with small businesses 
during his internship in Nicaragua, he also taught a 
class on business ethics to students at the Nicaragua 
Christian Academy.
“Marketing is one of
the big areas of business. 
Not only that, it's a huge 
part of our consumer-
oriented culture. It's a bit 
scary to realize that even 
political candidates today 
are packaged items.
”
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Dr. Syne Altena may be the only Dordt College faculty member who was born and raised in Sioux 
Center. He is one of the longest serving, too. 
Joining the faculty in 1967, he completed 
thirty-nine years as teacher and coach this 
spring.
 Altena went to Dordt when it was a two-
year institution, going on to earn a physical 
education major at Westmar College in 
LeMars, Iowa, twenty miles south of Sioux 
Center. None of the Reformed colleges 
closely related to the Christian Reformed 
Church in which he’d grown up oﬀ ered a 
physical education major at that time, so 
he had his pick of jobs in Christian schools 
when he graduated. Aft er teaching high 
school PE for ﬁ ve years and completing a 
master’s degree at Michigan State, he was 
drawn back to Dordt by his childhood pastor 
and then president, Rev. B.J. Haan, to help 
staﬀ  the new physical education major.
 Altena taught primarily women’s PE 
courses in the nearly ten years before Title 
Nine required classes to become co-ed.
 “Th ere really wasn’t much diﬀ erence 
in curriculum of the men’s and women’s 
classes,” says Altena, who favors co-ed 
classes. “Although there was a slightly 
diﬀ erent atmosphere in an all-women’s class, 
I think having co-ed classes gives men and 
women more respect for each other," he 
adds.
 Over the course of his thirty-nine years, 
Altena has taught most of the courses in 
the department at one time or another, 
although he consistently taught methods 
and assessment courses. Th e exceptions are 
the “hard science” oﬀ erings like kinesiology 
and anatomy. He ﬁ gures he has coached 
eighty-six teams at Dordt: eleven baseball, 
two cross-country, twenty-ﬁ ve junior varsity 
basketball, twenty-four men’s track, and 
twenty-four women’s track teams.
 “I don’t remember the records so 
much as the experiences connected with 
coaching,” he says. Traveling with students 
to games and meets puts faculty and 
students in a diﬀ erent kind of environment 
and relationship. “Coach” becomes both 
a description and a term of respectful 
familiarity as students address their 
instructor.
 In addition to traveling to games 
and meets, Altena took his teams on 
numerous spring break trips that combined 
competitions with service projects. Recalling 
spring break trips to Florida, Texas, and even 
Washington state also brings back memories 
of painting, cleaning, arguing over where to 
stop to eat, and much more.
 “Sport isn’t just about winning,” Altena 
says, although he admits it’s important and 
exhilarating. “It’s about enjoying what you’re 
doing and doing it well.”
 Altena says that teaching and coaching 
has changed in many ways since he began 
thirty-nine years ago. It has become much 
more scientiﬁ c, more technical. Weights 
have replaced push-ups and sit-ups. Training 
strategies are more reﬁ ned and training 
programs more disciplined. Th e same is true 
for teaching physical education.
 Some people, today, are advocating heart 
rate monitors for every student at all levels 
of physical education. “Fitness has become 
more individually-focused today,” he says. 
Individual monitors are available that allow 
instructors to ensure that each student 
has his or her heart rate “in the training 
zone” for a speciﬁ ed period of time each 
class period. Such devices oﬀ er a safety net 
in a time when there is more variation in 
students’ physical ﬁ tness, due partly to the 
growing problem of obesity in our culture.
 Looking back Altena notes the positive 
eﬀ ect the college Recreation Center had on 
athletics, especially track, which has been his 
favorite sport to coach.
 “Track athletes are so self-motivated, 
and they are oft en humble,” he says. “Th ey 
have great respect for their opponents and 
oft en make friends with their top rivals.” He’s 
felt blessed to have been able to coach such 
athletes for thirty-nine years.
Altena spends a lifetime at Dordt
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 Dr. Paul Fessler, professor of history, is 
one of twenty people receiving a fellowship 
to the U.S. Military 
Academy’s West Point 
Summer Seminar. In 
addition to other 
seminar projects 
Fessler expects to 
work on, he’ll do 
research on the roots 
of military ethics 
within the U.S. Army 
and its relationship 
to the doctrine of Just 
War theory.
  Music Professor Emeritus Dr. Joan 
Ringerwole plays organ every Sunday at 
Central Reformed Church in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. Ringerwole accompanies the 
choir and plays their ﬁ ve-manual organ. “It 
is a thrill to play on such a large instrument 
for people who love to hear the organ in 
worship,” she says.
Dr. Henry Duitman was selected as a 
participating conductor in the 2007 California 
Conducting Institute held in late May. Based 
on audition videos, ﬁ ft een conductors were 
chosen to conduct the Bakersﬁ eld Symphony 
and receive critiques from three conducting 
master teachers. Th e conductors are from 
North America, Asia, and Europe. 
 Art Professor Susan Van Geest was one 
of three review team members to participate, 
this past semester, in a formal review of 
the art department at Redeemer University 
College in Ontario, Canada. Van Geest will 
also have two upcoming solo art exhibits:  
Arts on Grand in Spencer, Iowa, in August, 
and Witter Gallery, Storm Lake, Iowa, in 
September. 
  From April 19-22, Dr. Mary Dengler, 
English professor and co-director of the 
Kuyper Scholars 
Program, attended 
the Catholic Studies 
Conference at 
Loyola College, 
Maryland. Th ere 
she exchanged ideas 
with representatives 
from twelve colleges, 
Catholic, Lutheran, 
and secular, who 
wanted to begin a 
religious studies 
program or further develop the current 
program of his or her institution. Dengler 
shared information about Dordt’s Kuyper 
Scholars Program, showing how Dordt 
has maintained its distinctively Kuyperian 
Reformed identity and emphasizing the 
necessity of fostering that identity in our 
students. 
 “Th ose institutions that have lost 
their Christian roots in our fast-moving, 
secular American culture bemoan the 
day they started to drift ,” she says. “Th ey 
were impressed with the program we had 
fashioned and were amazed at the ‘every 
square inch’ concept. Not only did I recognize 
a great desire to integrate a lost faith and 
learning, but I also gave my colleagues a 
number of ideas while gleaning the best 
from them—the long Christian tradition 
that we have in common, how to integrate 
that tradition into interdisciplinary courses, 
and how to encourage students in research 
projects.”  
 On March 21, Dr. John Kok, dean for 
the humanities, led a two-hour discussion of 
Vollenhoven’s problem-historic method at 
the Institute for Christian Studies in Toronto. 
Th at same week, In the Phrygian Mode: Neo-
Calvinism, Antiquity, and the Lamentations of 
Reformational Philosophy, edited by Robert 
Sweetman (UPA: Lanham, MD, 2007) was 
published, containing Kok’s essay “[Jan] 
Woltjer on Classical Antiquity.”
 Art Professor David Versluis’s “Spirit 
Lake, Iowa: Fish Series,” which includes 
ﬁ ft een large format 
digital prints, was 
selected to be part of 
a three-person group 
show at the Quad 
City Arts Gallery 
At Th e Airport in 
Rock Island/Moline, 
Illinois, during May 
and June 2007. An 
exhibition at Luther 
College, Decorah, 
Syne Altena
Garry 
Zonnefeld 
retires from 
admissions
Garry Zonnefeld’s love for Christian education and for Dordt College 
led him to leave high school 
teaching and join the admissions 
oﬃ  ce sixteen years ago. Some 
say the 
change 
wasn’t as 
big as it 
may have 
seemed. 
A fellow 
teacher 
quipped 
“Now you 
can do 
oﬃ  cially 
what 
you’ve been doing all along—
promoting Dordt College.”
 Zonnefeld left  the admissions 
oﬃ  ce in December, but he has 
continued to promote Dordt 
for the advancement oﬃ  ce 
by accompanying music tour 
groups and visiting supporting 
constituents and churches.
 “I’m very interested in 
helping promote a Reformed 
worldview,” says Zonnefeld, 
adding that he is passionate 
about the foundation such a 
worldview gives to Christian 
education. He says the most 
important thing he tried to do 
as an admissions counselor 
was to help students begin to 
answer the question, “Lord, 
what would you have me do?” 
To do that he traveled across 
the country, sometimes driving 
as many as 700 miles for up to 
seventeen hours at a stretch to 
visit students and parents in 
their homes. Zonnefeld always 
drove to his visits and, despite 
the 15-20,000 miles he covered 
each year, he never once received 
a speeding ticket.
 “What we have is something 
that is worth telling people 
about, helping them understand 
what diﬀ erence a Reformed 
worldview makes,” he says.
 Zonnefeld’s love for Dordt 
College harks back to his 
childhood, when he attended 
concerts, plays, and lectures 
at the then-young college 
in Northwest Iowa. His 
commitment grew as a student, 
when the education he received 
laid the foundation for the rest 
of his life. He has fond memories 
of the people and the cause for 
which he spent many hours on 
the road. Now that he’s retired, 
he’ll continue to serve and 
promote Dordt College on a 
part-time basis.
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In a tribute given to Professor Marv Wielard at the annual board/faculty dinner in April, it was noted that 
Wielard probably knows more languages 
than the entire foreign language 
department—BASIC, PASCAL, Fortran, 
COBOL, C, C++, JAVA, PERL, to name a 
few. Th e only language Wielard has studied 
that the foreign language department might 
actually claim, though, is Latin. 
 Wielard began teaching high school, 
where he taught mathematics and Latin. 
Maybe it was partly his interest in languages 
that pushed him to enroll in computer 
science courses in the 1980s, beginning his 
mastery of the many computer languages 
that he’s learned in the years since. 
 Following a year as a computer 
programmer, Wielard came to Dordt 
in 1984, at a time when computer 
programmers were in great demand and 
could command much higher salaries than 
teachers could. He continued graduate study 
in computer science aft er arriving at Dordt 
while he helped set up the current program.
 Wielard has been a quiet but eﬀ ective 
presence on the faculty. His students have 
appreciated his knowledge of the ﬁ eld, 
beneﬁ ted from his friendly demeanor and 
encouraging attitude, and recall fondly 
his wacky humor and quaint sayings like 
“Smokey Hokey,” “Slicker than a Steamed 
Onion,” “Alrighty Friday,” and “You bet 
your booties!” In addition to liking and 
respecting him, students respected him as 
a good teacher, and they knew they could 
always come to him for help outside of class 
if they needed it.
 One of the things Wielard has 
enjoyed most about teaching has been 
the opportunity to keep learning. He’s 
certainly had to do that in computer 
science. Th e commonly-used languages 
change frequently, and soft ware and 
hardware change faster than most people 
can hope to keep up with. And as rapidly as 
programming tools have changed, so have 
theories and practices on how to best teach 
computer science.  
 “We used to teach structured 
programming, but now we use an object-
oriented approach,” he says, using jargon 
that only computer science people are likely 
to understand in detail. He explains, “We’re 
teaching the same basic concepts, but we’ve 
learned more eﬀ ective ways to help students 
learn what they need to know.”
 Although Wielard was pulled back to 
teaching, he’s not given up his love for 
programming. Some of his best years 
at Dordt, he says, were those where he 
combined teaching part time and working 
for computer services part time. He’s created 
programs to help the human resources 
oﬃ  ce keep track of sick leave and vacation 
hours for Dordt College employees. 
Th ese projects, in addition to feeding his 
love of programming, have beneﬁ ted his 
students by giving them concrete, creative 
assignments to work on. Wielard and 
his students had to communicate with 
employees about what their needs were and 
what they had to keep in mind in order to 
come up with creative and eﬃ  cient ways to 
meet their needs.
 “It’s rewarding to help people be able to 
do their work better,” he says.
 Wielard says some things about teaching 
have changed since he’s started teaching. 
“I ﬁ nd that more time needs to be spent 
motivating students today,” he says. He’s 
ready to hand that motivating over to a 
younger instructor. Meanwhile he hopes he 
still has some years of programming ahead. 
Upon retirement, he expects he may be 
able to ﬁ nd some non-proﬁ t organization 
that would give him the opportunity to do 
something he loves doing and in the process 
serve a worthwhile cause.
Wielard isn't done with computers
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Iowa, is anticipated in 2008. Th e show, which 
originally debuted in Dordt College’s Campus 
Center Art Gallery in November 2005 in 
a two-person show, has since gone “on the 
road” with a display at Eyekons Gallery in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, in January and 
February 2007. 
 Criminal Justice Professor Ruth 
Harthoorn Kocisko graduated from Boston 
University on May 20, 2007, with a second 
master’s degree in criminal justice.
 “Angel Noise,” an original print by Sam 
Gutierrez, resident director and campus 
ministries assistant, appeared in the May issue 
of Perspectives. 
 English Professor Leah Zuidema gave a 
presentation at the Conference on College 
Composition and Communication, held in 
New York on March 1. Based in part on her 
work with English 101 classes at Dordt, the 
title was “‘We Should Not Have to Adapt!’:  
Writing about Language Identities, Policies, 
and Politics.” Zuidema was also recently 
awarded a dissertation completion fellowship 
from Th e Graduate School at Michigan State 
University.
 Education Professor Timothy Van Soelen
was selected to participate in a project with 
the National Center for Educational Statistics 
(part of the U.S. Department of Education). 
Ten private school leaders will mine data 
from the Private School Universe Survey, 
National Assessment of Educational Progress, 
and Schools and Staﬃ  ng Survey to create a 
report on the status of private schools in the 
United States. 
Dr. Edwin Geels, professor of chemisty, 
and Junior Amanda Korver presented their 
research on “Reduction of Parasites and 
Diseases of Honeybees,” at the American 
Chemical Society Convention in Chicago 
on March 26. Geels, Korver, and Junior 
Sara Hanenburg repeated their research 
presentation at the National Council on 
Undergraduate Research’s 21st annual 
meeting held at the Dominican University in 
San Rafael, California, from April 12 to 14.
 Emeritus Professor Dr. John Van Dyk’s
newest book, Fostering a Reﬂ ective Culture in 
the Christian School: Th e Maplewood Story has 
been published by Dordt College Press and 
is available at the Dordt College Bookstore 
(712-722-6420 or bookstore@dordt.edu).  
 Foreign Language Professor Dr. Leendert 
van Beek completed a Dutch translation of 
a collection of sermons by the Rev. Charles 
H. Spurgeon. Th e volume, titled Speciale 
gelegenheden (Special Occasions), will be 
published by Boekhout Publishers, the 
Netherlands.
Senior Design 
Project: It’s 
About Time
Three Dordt College graduates hope to leave 
a permanent landmark on 
Dordt’s campus with their senior 
engineering design project. 
 Craig Bielema (Fulton, 
Illinois), Ashley Prins (Foremost, 
Alberta), and Chris Wyenberg 
(Winnipeg, Mannitoba) chose 
to do a senior design project 
titled, “It’s About Time: Dordt 
College Clock Tower.” Th e 
trio completed a design and 
prototype for a landmark clock 
tower, to be placed in the new 
main entrance to campus. 
 One component of the 
project was a metal sundial 
and solar calendar that is now 
being displayed on campus. 
Th e students hope that it will 
keep the rest of the project in 
people’s minds. Th e clock tower 
component of the project will 
require additional funding.
 “A clock tower is an eﬀ ective 
promotional landmark on 
many college campuses. As a 
unique Christian institution, 
Dordt College could use a clock 
tower to not only strengthen its 
professional campus atmosphere, 
but also to convey a Christian 
message of time and its role in 
one’s life,” say the designers in 
the introduction of their ﬁ nal 
project. Th ey have proposed 
Bible inscriptions on the tower’s 
base, and included appropriate 
verses in their project 
documentation.
 Th e students had to design a 
cost-eﬀ ective gearbox, controller, 
and microprocessor for the 
clock to maintain accurate time; 
develop the analemma brick 
pattern at the base of the project, 
which together with the clock 
tower shadow will serve as a 
solar calendar; and construct the 
sundial and prototypes.
 Dr. Douglas De Boer was 
the advisor for this senior 
engineering design team, who 
said they were thankful to 
many other people on campus 
who oﬀ ered help and support, 
including President Carl 
Zylstra, Arlan Nederhof, and 
the Dordt College maintenance 
department. Th ey also noted that 
Link Manufacturing donated 
scrap material for the sundial, 
and Sioux Automation provided 
free manufacturing.
Campus
Capsules
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F A C U L T Y  N E W S
Marv Wielard
The God of Material Things is a book of poems by English Professor David 
Schelhaas. Schelhaas says 
he “found” many of the poems 
along the streets of Sioux 
Center while walking to work 
each morning over the course 
of nearly twenty years. The 
title poem speaks of God as 
creator, who makes all kinds 
of things and speaks through 
his creation, including people.
 “The God of Material Things gives 
you new eyes and ears to fall in love 
with God’s birds (including crows), juicy 
watermelons, and the punch of crab tree 
blossoms’ fragrance in your face come 
May,” says Calvin Seerveld, professor 
emeritus at the Institute for Christian 
Studies. Seerveld says Schelhaas’s poetry 
brims with joyfulness for both novice 
and seasoned readers to grow on 
and revel in.
 “Schelhaas deserves our thanks 
for paying attention, and for sharing 
his ‘noticings’ in graceful and grace-
ﬁ lled lines,” says Laura Apol, author 
of Crossing the Ladder of Sun, who 
calls the book part confession, part 
celebration, and a collection of moments 
that are easy to miss when you’re caught 
up in the process of living them. 
 The God of Material Things is 
published by Dordt College Press and is 
available at the Dordt College Bookstore 
(712-722-6420 or bookstore@dordt.edu).
The God of Material Things
poems by David Schelhaas
The God Of
Material Things
For some the pull was moving away from home, for some it was being close 
to home. Jaime, who is from Sioux Center, has four younger siblings, three of 
whom were adopted in the last ﬁ ve years. “I didn’t want to be so far away that I 
would never have the chance to get to know them,” she says.
“What we appreciate most about Dordt is that it has helped our 
children to see a broader picture of the world God created—that he 
has a purpose for them and that each of them can be used to better 
it with the gift s God has blessed them with.” the Bushnells
“While we attended [Dordt] we were impressed with the way the college presented everything 
from the Reformed perspective that God is in control of all areas of our lives and that we are to 
serve him to show our gratitude for what Christ has done for us. We feel that our children are still 
being taught these perspectives today along with equipping them with the tools they need to learn 
a profession that they can use to God’s glory.” the Houtsmas
C E N T E R  P I E C E
Sonja Doty says her parents actually might have preferred to have her stay closer 
to home but what she heard from her sister made Dordt sound like a great school, 
so she wanted to come too.
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Five graduates leave campus—and two siblings
Siblings@Dordt
Most students leave their families at home when they begin college, but for ﬁ ve graduating seniors, part of the family came, too. Mic Altena, 
Jon Bushnell, Shannon (Doty) Wright, Lucas Houtsma, and Sarah Slegers each have two other siblings attending Dordt College this year. 
Sarah Slegers’ parents met at Dordt and since
 she also grew up in Orange 
City, Dordt has been part of her culture. She 
found a whole new commu-
nity, though, once she enrolled.
“We’re thankful that 
not only are our 
children learning 
in the light of God’s 
word, but that 
great eﬀ ort is made 
to enfold them 
in community. We 
experienced 
that as students 
nearly thirty 
years ago, and it’s 
more strongly 
reinforced today.”
the Slegers
Luke Houtsma followed older sister, Erin, but made up his own mind to attend. 
In addition to having parents who are alums, most of the Houtsma siblings were 
introduced to Dordt at Dordt Discovery Days.
Sally Jongsma
I
t’s been an incredible 
blessing to be able to 
have family around 
to lean on,” says 
Jon Bushnell from 
his crutches, with a 
smile. Jon is thankful 
that his brother Robert and 
sister Adrianna were on campus 
this semester as he dealt with a 
badly broken foot. Among other 
things, they sat with him in the 
hospital and drove him where 
he needed to go.
 “Aft er this year I don’t know 
how oft en we’ll see each other,” 
Jon adds. 
 “We’ve had some good 
conversations about classes and 
have come to understand each 
other better,” says Mic Altena 
about his year on campus with 
sister Jaime and brother Dusty.
 Th e ﬁ ve seniors all came to 
Dordt for their own reasons. 
Shannon (Doty) Wright from 
Chula Vista, California, wanted 
a good Christian college away 
from the city. 
 “I don’t like cities,” says the 
student from near San Diego. 
“I loved how green things were 
here,” she says. And she’s come 
to appreciate the many friends 
she’s made who come from all 
over the country. 
 Sarah Slegers from Orange 
City never really considered 
other options. She’d heard 
Dordt choirs as she grew and 
wanted to sing under Dr. Ben 
Kornelis. She also wanted the 
perspective on teaching that she 
knew from her teacher mother 
Sheryl, an alum, that she’d ﬁ nd 
at Dordt. Lucas Houtsma from 
South Holland, Illinois, and 
Jon Bushnell from Kingsbury, 
California, came out for a 
campus visit and liked what 
they saw. 
 “It was a combination of 
things,” says Luke. “Along with 
wanting to live further from 
home for a change, my best 
friends were coming here, I 
had decent ﬁ nancial support 
from Dordt, and my parents 
went here.”  
 Mic took a theology 
course as a senior in high 
school and appreciated it so 
much that even though he 
hadn’t intended to attend 
college so close to home, he 
decided to enroll. All of the 
graduates say that their parents, 
six of whom are Dordt alumni, 
encouraged them in their 
choice, but let them make up 
their own minds.
 For each, the choice has been 
conﬁ rmed over the four years, 
they say—good professors, 
small classes, job opportunities 
in their majors, good programs 
and great courses, a thorough 
Christian perspective, and a 
campus experience that 
provided both community and 
challenges are things that keep 
coming up as they talk about 
their college years.
 Sarah Slegers says that 
the Christian perspective she 
came for has come through 
in ways she didn’t even think 
about, from a class on teaching 
mathematics to what she 
learned about injustice in the 
world during Justice Week. 
 “I’m learning how the 
Christian life plays 
out in the world,” 
she says.
 Jon says he 
saw even more 
clearly what 
diﬀ erence a Dordt 
education makes 
aft er he attended 
the 
American College Th eatre 
Festival with professors and 
fellow students.
 “I saw how diﬀ erently we 
do theater as we try to portray 
truth about creation and the 
world we live in,” he says. He 
admits, though, that there are 
times he feels frustrated and 
wishes he knew more concretely 
how a Christian worldview 
should shape every part of his 
life.
 For Mic one of the most 
formative parts of his college 
experience was the semester 
he spent on the China study 
abroad program. Studying in a 
large Chinese university helped 
him see how much our culture 
colors the way we view things.
  “You assume that the way 
you think is the way everyone 
thinks. Eastern thinking, for 
example, 
is so 
diﬀ erent from that of Western 
culture.” Th at realization has 
had a signiﬁ cant impact on how 
he lives and thinks about global 
issues.
 Th e seniors’ positive 
experiences didn’t hurt their 
siblings’ decisions to attend 
Dordt, although none of them 
came only because their brother 
or sister did. Adrianna, the 
youngest of the Bushnells, 
said she knew she wanted 
to 
attend Dordt 
already 
before 
her 
brothers 
decided 
to enroll.
 “My brother did talk highly 
o f Dordt, but by the time he 
went to Dordt I had already 
made the decision to attend,” 
Robert Bushnell adds. His 
decision was based on Dordt’s 
Reformed background and its 
agriculture program. He admits 
that Jon’s experience certainly 
made him feel comfortable 
about his decision.
 Marcus Houtsma knew his 
brother Luke and sister Rosa 
loved it at Dordt, and when he 
visited them and the campus, he 
decided it was where he wanted 
to go too.
 Rosa came to visit her older 
sister as a high school student 
and was taken in by the 
atmosphere. “One thing 
that inﬂ uenced me was the 
people and how friendly they 
were even though they didn’t 
know me,” she says, thinking 
back. Still, she says, “It’s nice to 
have family around when you’re 
so many hours from home.”
 All ﬁ ft een students live their 
own lives on campus and have 
their own circles of friends, but 
they also make time for each 
other. Sometimes they stop 
when they meet on the way to 
and from class. Sometimes they 
join each other at chapel or 
to watch television for awhile. 
Sometimes they just stop by 
each others’ rooms to chat. 
 James Slegers says, “I’ll 
miss [Sarah] when she goes oﬀ  
campus to teach next semester.  
We don’t hang out an awful lot, 
but we sit and talk for a couple 
of minutes each week. If she 
wasn’t on campus, I don’t know 
if I’d talk to her much or know 
what’s going on in her life.”
 Shannon, who is married, 
says Sam and Sonja tend 
to stop by and “mooch” 
food or cook in her kitchen 
occasionally—something she 
enjoys and encourages. Th e 
Slegers oft en go home for 
Sunday dinner but Sarah also 
invites brothers Joseph and 
James to Friday aft ernoon tea 
with her apartment mates. Th e 
Bushnells go to church together 
on Sundays and plan a dinner 
together at least once a month. 
Th e Altenas also meet at home, 
have some classes with each 
other, and have been in the 
Rook tournament together the 
past two years. Dusty Altena, 
who attended earlier and has 
come back to take classes, says 
he’s glad to have the opportunity 
to become closer to his brother 
and sister. Th e Houtsmas play 
on intramural teams together 
and oft en ﬁ nd themselves in 
each others’ rooms or doing 
things together with common 
friends.
 Besides their appreciation 
for having each other on 
campus, one common thread 
comes through in each of the 
students’ responses—their 
thorough appreciation of the 
professors under whom they 
study.
 “Th e thing that I have 
appreciated in my education 
here so far is the fact that so 
many of the professors are so 
enthusiastic not only about their 
ﬁ eld of expertise, but about 
teaching students in that ﬁ eld 
and bringing their faith into the 
classroom,” says Joseph Slegers. 
 Jaime says, “I appreciate 
how intelligent, excited, and 
helpful the professors are. I can 
tell that they really want me 
to understand and be able to 
apply the things I’m learning in 
whatever I do in the future.”
 Th e tradition that these 
seniors have started, and in 
some cases carried on, is one 
that all seem happy with. Some 
of them still have younger 
siblings at home. Th e Houtsmas 
have a younger sister who has 
been convinced since she was 
in sixth grade that she would 
attend Dordt—although by the 
time she arrives, she’ll only be 
one of two siblings on campus.
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S P O R T S
Sally Jongsma
Coach John Heavner logged eighty-four hours on his cell phone between January 15 and April 1. Th at’s in 
addition to the many calls made on his 
oﬃ  ce phone and the many hours it is taking 
to get Dordt’s ﬁ rst football team ready for 
competition in September.
 “It takes organization and work,” Heavner 
says. He lists what he’s had to do: order 
equipment, hire coaches, make nightly 
phone calls, travel across the country to 
meet recruits, ﬁ gure out where to practice, 
coordinate pre-semester practices with 
campus housing and food service. And then 
there’s the planning for the actual practices.
 “Most people probably don’t know what 
planning a practice involves,” he explains. 
Equipment needs to be set up, taken down, 
and stored for each practice; ankles need to be 
taped; daily hour-long position meetings need 
to be scheduled, planned, and scripted.
 “It takes ﬁ ve to six hours to plan a 
practice,” Heavner says. Each position has 
its own oﬀ ensive and defensive strategies, 
requiring a great deal of individual coaching.
 “It’s what separates football from other 
sports,” Heavner says, adding that playing 
football demands intelligence and strategy 
of both coaches and players. “It isn’t just 
running out on the ﬁ eld and plowing into one 
another,” he notes wryly. 
 Heavner knows he has to focus on the 
details because they are important for 
developing a good program. But, he says, 
getting the details right won’t automatically 
make the program. In fact, simply developing 
“a” football program would be relatively easy. 
Th e challenge is to develop a program that ﬁ ts 
with Dordt’s educational vision, basing it on 
the Reformed Christian worldview that stands 
at the heart of Dordt’s educational program.
 “I’d like to be able to convince everyone 
who questioned whether we should have 
football at Dordt College that it can be done 
in a way that ﬁ ts with our view of things,” he 
says. Rethinking how to set up football within 
those parameters takes time. 
 Nevertheless, Heavner believes that 
everything is on track to begin the program. 
“We have everything we need to build the 
program,” he says. 
 Th e challenge has been greater than 
he expected, though. He expected that it 
would take work to build a recruiting base. 
Relying on schools that have traditionally 
sent students to Dordt College won’t provide 
enough football players to build a team. So 
he has called all the coaches he can for leads 
on students that might ﬁ t at Dordt. He visits 
schools. He talks to students and parents, 
describing Dordt's educational program and 
the range of merit and need-based ﬁ nancial 
aid available.
 Heavner even knew it wouldn’t be easy to 
convince students who didn’t know anything 
about Dordt College to come to a Christian 
academic institution in a small town to play 
start-up football. But he has found students 
who want to come to Dordt College because 
of what it oﬀ ers. 
 What he didn’t expect to be so hard was 
to draw students and parents from Christian 
schools.
 “I did think more football players would 
be eager to come to Dordt for the Christian 
education it oﬀ ers and be pleased to be able 
to play football too. I’ve found, though, 
that it usually boils down to money, no 
matter who the students are,” he says. In his 
recruiting, Heavner continues to stress how 
football is part of a very intentional Christian 
educational program at Dordt College, but 
says that oft en he could as well skip right to 
how much it will cost. 
 His eﬀ orts have paid oﬀ . He is excited 
about the students who will make up the 
ﬁ rst Dordt College Defender football team. 
Among them are students who believe Dordt 
oﬀ ers them a special opportunity to get a 
strong Christian education and play a game 
they’ve enjoyed and done well in.
 “I’m committed to those kids and 
want to make sure that it will be a special 
opportunity,” Heavner says. To him that 
means helping his recruits to be the best they 
can be in every area of their lives. Exceptional 
experiences oft en boil down to strong 
relationships, he says, and he intends to make 
those relationships a priority.
 “NAIA football is not a football factory,” 
he says. Th e strength of Dordt’s football 
program will be its approach to the whole 
person. As they develop as individuals and as 
team, that holistic approach will help create a 
strong team, he’s convinced.
 “Some people have asked me if I’ve lost 
my mind coming from a Division I program 
to a start-up program,” Heavner says. Th e 
opportunity to become part of a school 
rooted in a Reformed worldview was too 
exciting for him to pass up. He also believed 
it would allow him to pursue his dream of 
coaching football and at the same time live a 
more balanced family and professional life. 
In his winning way, Heavner’s enthusiasm 
is contagious. Even though he says “there’s 
a million things left  to do” before August, as 
you talk to him it’s not hard to believe that he 
will truly provide a special opportunity for 
those who have committed to studying and 
playing football at Dordt College.
Where will they 
play football?
The Dordt College football team will compete primarily 
against junior varsity teams 
in its ﬁ rst year of play. In this 
transition year, practices will be 
held on the old soccer ﬁ eld, next 
to the B.J. Haan Auditorium, 
and games will be played on 
the Sioux Center football ﬁ eld, 
across the street from campus. 
For this ﬁ rst year, the team will 
use the guest locker room in the 
gymnasium and store equipment 
in the upper level of the De Witt 
gymnasium. In addition, the 
weight room in the Recreation 
Center will be expanded into an 
area that currently houses ﬁ tness 
equipment. Th is equipment as 
well as some weight machines 
will be moved to the old golf 
room.
 “It’s going to take some 
cooperation, but that’s good for 
all of us,” says Athletic Director 
Rick Vander Berg.
 In the meantime, plans 
are being ﬁ nalized for more 
permanent facilities for the team. 
Dordt College administrators 
are working with the City of 
Sioux Center and the Sioux 
Center Community High School 
on joint-use facilities that will 
beneﬁ t all parties. A proposed 
addition to the north side of 
the All Seasons Center ice rink 
will provide storage areas and 
locker rooms, including space 
for the Sioux Center wrestling 
team. Also proposed are new 
restrooms and a concession 
stand, replacing facilities which, 
all parties agree, are currently 
inadequate. A new press box will 
replace the current one, which 
needed upgrading for safety 
reasons.
 Vice president for Business 
Aﬀ airs Arlan Nederhoﬀ  hopes 
that construction of the new 
facilities can begin around July 
1 to be completed for the 2008 
school year, the ﬁ rst year of 
varsity competition.
Campus
Capsules
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Football is coming
MONDAY
NIGHT
LIGHTS
ACADEMICS. CHARACTER. EXPERIENCE. VICTORY. | DORDT COLLEGE FOOTBALL
2007 DEFENDERS SCHEDULE
09/03  MORNINGSIDE SIOUX CENTER, IOWA  6:00 PM
09/10  BUENA VISTA @ STORM LAKE, IOWA  3:00 PM
09/17  BRIAR CLIFF SIOUX CENTER, IOWA  6:00 PM
09/24  NORTHWESTERN @ ORANGE CITY, IOWA  5:00 PM
10/01  BRIAR CLIFF SIOUX CENTER, IOWA  6:00 PM
10/08  IOWA CENTRAL @ FORT DODGE, IOWA  6:00 PM
10/15  WALDORF SIOUX CENTER, IOWA  6:00 PM
10/22  MORNINGSIDE @ SIOUX CITY, IOWA  6:00 PM
John Heavner began work on June 1, 2006, as head coach for Dordt’s 
football program. Heavner spent seven 
seasons as an assistant coach at East 
Central University (NCAA Division II) in 
Ada, Oklahoma, where he served as 
offensive coordinator in 2003 and 2004 
and receivers coach from 1998-2002. 
Heavner was also East Central’s 
recruiting coordinator from 2001-2004. 
Heavner also coached quarterbacks at 
Missouri State University (NCAA Division 
IAA) in 2005.
 Heavner graduated from Norman 
(Okla.) High School where he was a 
member of the 1992 state championship 
team. He received his bachelor’s degree 
in political science from East Central 
University in 1999 and earned his 
master’s degree in education in 2000.
Bill Bauer is the offensive coordinator 
and the strength and conditioning coach 
for Dordt athletics. In addition, he will 
teach in the HPER (Health/Physical 
Education/Recreation) department.
 Bauer has twenty-seven years of 
college football coaching experience, 
serving most recently as an assistant 
coach at Taylor University in Upland, 
Indiana. Bauer was the defensive 
coordinator at Taylor from 1997-2006, 
returning there after a six-year stay at 
Sterling College in Kansas. Bauer was 
the head football coach at Sterling from 
1995-1997. 
 Bauer was the assistant athletic 
director at Taylor from 1986-1992 and has 
also coached men’s and women’s track 
and ﬁ eld. He also spent a year at Kansas 
Wesleyan.  He is a certiﬁ ed strength and 
conditioning specialist and a certiﬁ ed track 
and ﬁ eld ofﬁ cial. 
Wade Whites is the defensive 
coordinator and will teach in the HPER 
department. He comes from nine years 
at Southwest Christian in Fort Worth, 
Texas, where he was athletic director 
and head football coach for six seasons. 
Under Whites’ leadership, his teams 
compiled a 45-29 record with two state 
semi-ﬁ nal appearances and a berth in the 
state ﬁ nals. Whites was also defensive 
coordinator throughout his coaching 
stint at Southwest Christian and helped 
the Eagles reach top-ten rankings in 
defensive standings in eight of his nine 
seasons. 
 Whites earned district coach of the 
year honors in 2002, 2003, and 2004 
and coached in the Tom Hillary All-Star 
game in 2004. He was also named Dallas 
Morning News Division III coach of the 
year in 2004.
 Prior to his stay at Southwest Christian 
University, Whites was a high school 
defensive coordinator and a defensive 
backﬁ eld coach and recruiting coordinator 
at his alma mater, Tarleton State 
University in Texas.
Meet the Football Coaches
S P O R T S
Mike Byker
Sports Information Director
The Dordt College spring sports season was marred by poor 
weather, but that didn’t 
prevent the Defenders 
from qualifying three 
teams for the NAIA 
Region III level of post-
season play and getting 
several individuals through to the 
NAIA national meet in track 
and ﬁ eld.
Track and Field
 Th e Defenders 
qualiﬁ ed the 
women’s 4 x 800 
meter relay team 
of Joy Horstman 
(sophomore, Sioux 
Center, Iowa), Tami 
Wieringa (sophomore, 
Lombard, Illinois), 
Sierra Zomer (freshman, 
Corsica, South Dakota), 
and Jen Kempers (junior, 
Sioux Center, Iowa) at 
the Sioux City Relays.
 Kempers also 
qualiﬁ ed in the 
3000 meter steeplechase, where she is 
the defending NAIA national champion. 
Kempers won the GPAC title in the 
steeplechase this spring. Abbie Soodsma 
(senior, Hudsonville, Michigan) reached 
the automatic qualiﬁ cation standard at the 
GPAC championships in the 400-meter 
hurdles aft er narrowly missing on her last 
two tries.
 Dan De Jong (senior, Lansing, Illinois) 
was a repeat qualiﬁ er in the triple jump, 
where he earned all-American status last 
year. A ﬁ rst time qualiﬁ er, Kara Karlsgodt 
(junior, Atwater, Minnesota) competed in 
the discus at the national meet hosted by 
Fresno Paciﬁ c in Fresno, California, on May 
24-26 (aft er press time).
Golf
 Th e golf team qualiﬁ ed for the NAIA 
Region III meet for the second year in 
a row aft er placing fourth at the GPAC 
championships. Jared Rempel (sophomore, 
Chilliwack, British Columbia) was the 
team’s low-shooter for the season with a 75.3 
strokes per round average and earned all-
GPAC honors aft er registering seven 
top-ten ﬁ nishes in the split season. 
He also ﬁ nished tenth at the 
Region III meet.  
 Jason Kroese 
(junior, Sioux Center, 
Iowa) earned all-
GPAC honorable 
mention for a 
season in which he 
shot an average of 
78.1 per round. Th e 
Defenders’ season came 
to an end with a sixth place 
ﬁ nish at the regional 
meet played at Oxbow, 
North Dakota.
Tennis
 Both the men’s and 
women’s tennis teams qualiﬁ ed 
for the GPAC/NAIA Region 
III tournament. Th e top four 
teams qualiﬁ ed for the event 
with Dordt taking on the top-
seed, Nebraska Wesleyan, in 
both the women’s and men’s 
draw.
 Th e Dordt College 
women’s team ﬁ nished the 
year at 8-7, ending the year 
in the semiﬁ nal round of the 
tournament. Alanna Dake 
(junior, Excelsior, Minnesota) claimed 
all-GPAC honors with an 8-6 record at 
#1 singles.  Betsy Borr (junior, Holland, 
Michigan) was an all-GPAC performer, aft er 
earning an 11-2 record at #2 singles. Steph 
Helmus (sophomore, Caledonia, Michigan) 
was 8-1 at #3 singles and also earned all-
GPAC accolades.
 Dake and Borr also teamed up in 
doubles for a 10-5 record and were 
honored by the conference at #1 doubles.
 Th e men compiled a 10-8 record with 
Jake Compaan (junior, Holland, Michigan) 
leading the team with a 12-4 mark at #2 
singles. Compaan was named all-GPAC by 
the coaches at the conclusion of the season. 
Tim Walstra (sophomore, Muskegon, 
Michigan) was the only other Defender 
to claim an all-GPAC spot, playing most 
of the year at #3 singles and racking up a 
10-5 mark. Th e Dordt men also had their 
season end in the semiﬁ nal round of the 
tournament.
 Ben Boekeloo (freshman, Kalamazoo, 
Michigan), Ryan VanDeraa (senior, 
Crete, Illinois) and Scott Kraayenbrink 
(sophomore, Cedar Rapids, Iowa)  all earned 
honorable mention honors by the conference 
with records of 9-7, 9-6 and 8-4 respectively.  
Boekeloo, Walstra, Compaan and VanDeraa 
also earned honorable mention all-GPAC 
honors for their doubles play. 
Baseball
 Th e Defender baseball team ﬁ nished the 
season at 7-27 and capped the year with a 
win over Northwestern. In a season marred 
by weather problems from start to ﬁ nish, 
the Defenders placed Travis De Jong (junior, 
Hull, Iowa) on the all-GPAC second team for 
the second year in a row. De Jong had a .327 
batting average in 34 games with 34 hits.  
 Nate Daane (senior, Waupun, 
Wisconsin), Chris Liebhart (junior, Chino 
Hills, California), Bobby Lutke (junior, 
Hudsonville, Michigan), and Dillon Peters 
(sophomore, Denver, Colorado) earned all-
GPAC honorable mention.  Daane had three 
wins on the mound for the Defenders while 
Liebhart had a team low 2.25 earned run 
average.  Both Lutke and Peters had batting 
averages over .300.
Soft ball
 Th e Defender soft ball team fought the 
same problems the baseball team did with 
the weather and ended the year 6-31.  Jaclyn 
Ver Mulm (freshman, 
Le Mars, Iowa) 
and Amanda 
Pothoven (junior, 
Kellogg, Iowa) 
earned 
honorable 
mention from the conference 
coaches. Ver Mulm played most 
of the season at catcher and had 
a batting average of .326—tops 
on the team. She also knocked 
in 17 runs with 28 hits.
 Pothoven had a .321 
batting average with 34 hits, 17 
runs scored, ﬁ ve doubles, three 
homeruns and 11 stolen bases. 
Pothoven ranks in the top-ten 
in several oﬀ ensive categories 
and is second in career 
homeruns.
2007 
Distinguished 
Scholar 
recipients 
named
Seven seniors from the United States and Canada have 
been selected for Distinguished 
Scholar Awards and the 
accompanying scholarships 
at Dordt College in Sioux 
Center, Iowa, for the 2007-2008 
academic year. 
 Sixty-one applicants met 
eligibility standards for the 
$10,000 scholarship, which is 
awarded to incoming freshmen 
applicants based on cumulative 
high school G.P.A., scores on 
ACT/SAT exams, and an essay 
written during Distinguished 
Scholar Day activities held on 
campus in February. Only seven 
were chosen.
 Th ose named Distinguished 
Scholars for the upcoming year 
include Bethany Bierma, Sioux 
Center, Iowa; Kiley Boone, Sioux 
Center, Iowa; Rachel Koopmans, 
Chatham, Ontario; Luke Schut, 
Pella, Iowa; Ashlee Stallinga, 
Lansing, Illinois; Allison Vande 
Zande, Pella, Iowa; and Emily 
Walters, Gardner, Kansas. 
 Distinguished Scholar 
Awards are the highest 
recognition of academic 
excellence oﬀ ered by Dordt’s 
oﬃ  ce of scholarships and grants. 
Th e scholarship awarded to 
these students is renewable for 
an additional three consecutive 
years, based on continued good 
academic standing.
Graduates pass 
CPA exam 
Three of the 180 candidates who passed the Iowa 
2006 CPA exam were graduates 
of the Dordt College Business/
Accounting program. Th ey 
are: Mark De Vries, Nathan 
Jensema, and Sally Vander 
Tuin. Congratulations to 
these three individuals and to 
Professors Hilbelink and Vander 
Plaats who taught them their 
trade.   
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Great Plains Athletic Conference (GPAC) Commissioner Corey Westra (’97) has been appointed the 
2007-2008 chair of the National Association 
of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) Council 
of Aﬃ  liated Conferences and Independents 
(CACI) at the recent NAIA National 
Convention in Kansas City, Missouri. In this 
position, Westra will chair CACI meetings 
for the next two years at the NAIA National 
Convention and at the National Association 
of Collegiate Directors of Athletics 
(NACDA) Convention.
 Th e Council of Aﬃ  liated Conferences 
and Independents sets policies for NAIA 
regional events, 
national statistical 
services, and national 
awards.
 Since September 
of 2006, Westra has 
served on the NAIA 
Direct Qualiﬁ cation 
Task Force.  Th is 
Task Force has 
studied and made 
recommendations to the Council of 
Presidents and General Membership about 
eliminating the NAIA regional structure 
and moving sports currently under that 
system to a conference/independent direct 
qualiﬁ cation system.
 Westra, who has been the Commissioner 
of the GPAC since June of 2003, also 
serves on the NAIA National Coordinating 
Committee (NCC). Th e NCC provides 
broad policy oversight and serves as an 
appellate body to the National Eligibility 
Committee and Conduct and Ethics 
Committees. Recently Westra served as 
the Co-Tournament Director for the NAIA 
Women’s Division II National Basketball 
Tournament in Sioux City, Iowa.
Th e NAIA has 50,000 student athletes 
participating at nearly 300 member colleges.
Westra Appointed Chair of NAIA National Council
Defenders see post-season action
Sophomore Jared Rempel,
Coach Mark Christians
Junior Alanna Dake
Corey Westra
D E V E L O P M E N T
Fostering a Reﬂ ective 
Culture in the Christian 
School: The Maplewood 
Story
John Van Dyk
ISBN: 978-0-
932914-72-9
Tells the story 
of a Christian 
school’s efforts 
to introduce and 
establish a reﬂ ective culture. 
Includes academic notes and 
an index of topics.
$19
Wisdom and Curriculum: 
Christian Schooling after 
Postmodernity
Doug Blomberg
ISBN: 978-0-
932914-73-6
Leads teachers 
through the 
messiness 
of Christian 
education using 
wisdom as a guide.
$17
Christianity in a
Culture of Conﬂ ict
Clifford Bajema
ISBN: 978-0-
932914-77-4
A call to combat 
the spirits of 
our age with 
“holiness.”
$9
The God of
Material Things
David Schelhaas
ISBN: 978-0-
932914-76-7
Poetry for novice 
and seasoned 
reader to grow on 
and revel in.
$8.50
Dordt College is pleased to announce a $350,000 gift  from Vermeer Charitable Foundation, speciﬁ cally 
beneﬁ ting the science and engineering 
programs.
 Th e Vermeer Charitable Foundation is a 
division of Vermeer Manufacturing in Pella, 
Iowa, which sells industrial construction, 
environmental, and agricultural product 
lines. Th e charitable foundation seeks to act 
as an agent of God’s resources by assisting 
with local, national, and global projects.
 Th e $350,000 gift  will be used at Dordt 
College to begin renovations in the Science 
and Technology Center. Th ese renovations 
will be an initial step in the development 
of a new science and technology facility 
on campus, a plan that includes renovated 
lab space for engineering, chemistry, 
biology, and biotechnology. Th e grant plays 
an integral part in a multi-phase plan to 
add a state-of-the-art science wing to the 
existing Science and Technology Center. 
When additional phases are funded and 
implemented, biology and chemistry 
classes will move into new laboratories, 
with existing spaces redesigned for use by 
students in engineering.
 Th e Vermeer gift  will be used to 
fund equipment and renovations in 
the redesigned engineering laboratory 
space. Th is renovated space will include 
a prototyping laboratory with fabrication 
and machining equipment available 
for student use and learning. A new 
mechatronics laboratory will be equipped 
to provide students with hands-on 
learning opportunities in automation and 
instrumentation systems. Finally, new 
laboratory equipment will be acquired 
to instruct students in research and 
experiments relating to geotechnical and 
environmental engineering, for students in 
the civil-environmental emphasis. 
 Engineering Department Chair, Dr. 
Ethan Brue says that from a teaching 
standpoint, the new equipment will give 
students hands-on exposure to basic 
machining and fabrication equipment. 
Firsthand knowledge of such equipment 
will enable them to create better designs—
designs that are quickly and eﬃ  ciently 
machined. Brue feels the new equipment 
and lab space will not only improve the 
quality of student prototypes, it will enable 
the department to better collaborate with 
industry on design projects and research. 
He adds that this enhanced fabrication and 
metal-working facility could serve other 
departments, such as theater stage design, 
art, agriculture, physics, and maintenance.
Prairie Grass 
Film Challenge
The organizers of the Prairie Grass Film Challenge advise 
would-be participants to mark 
September 20, 21, and 22 as 
“sleep optional.” And with good 
reason: those dates represent the 
48-hour period participants in 
the Challenge will have to script, 
direct, shoot, and cut together 
footage for an original ﬁ lm. 
On September 20th, each team 
will receive an e-mail with four 
elements: a genre, a prop, a line 
of dialogue, and a character. Th e 
following forty-eight hours will 
demand a whirlwind of activity 
and creativity as teams compete 
for nearly $3,000 worth of cash 
prizes.
 Th e festival’s purpose and 
goal is to showcase the talent and 
creativity in Northwest Iowa and 
the surrounding Tri-State area, 
as well as promote ﬁ lmmaking 
that displays the Prairie Grass 
Film Challenge’s criteria for 
“content worth consuming”: 
truth, fun, quality, genuineness, 
and creativity.  
 Th e festival is open to all. To 
learn more or access details, and 
oﬃ  cial forms go to http://www.
dordt.edu/events/ﬁ lm_challenge. 
Second annual 
pheasant hunt 
scheduled
The Second Annual Rooster Booster Pheasant Hunt is 
scheduled for Nov. 8th-10th in 
Corsica, South Dakota. Limited 
space is still available. 
 Th is is world class pheasant 
hunting! Th e cost for this all 
inclusive hunt is $2,500 per 
person. Proceeds beneﬁ t the 
Dordt College Rooster Booster 
Scholarship and the building 
fund at Dakota Christian School. 
Contact Dave Vander Werf 
for details at 712-722-6023 or  
davevw@dordt.edu.
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Vermeer Charitable Foundation 
gift s $350,000 to Dordt program
Prairie Grass
FILM CHALLENGE
2007
Vermeer Charitable Foundation has stepped forward repeatedly 
throughout the years in ﬁ nancing Christian 
education improvements at Dordt College.
 In 1980-81, the foundation funded 
the construction of a two-story addition 
to the science building that houses the 
engineering department. In 2002, they 
funded the construction of Dordt’s 7000-
square-foot Vermeer Business Center, 
equipped with technology that equals or 
exceeds modern business conference 
centers, and all the connectivity and 
software programs essential to business 
today.
 Vermeer Foundation also sponsors 
engineering, agriculture, and computer 
science scholarships at Dordt College; 
offers internships to students; and 
periodically funds senior design projects. 
This year a team of senior engineering 
students worked with Vermeer 
Manufacturing and Link Manufacturing of 
Sioux Center in the development of a seat 
mount designed to reduce vibration and 
increase operator comfort in the trenchers 
manufactured by Vermeer.
 “The Vermeer family and foundation 
have been a crucial part of Dordt 
College’s development at every stage. 
They have always supported the values 
and convictions of our college,” said Dordt 
College president, Dr. Carl E. Zylstra. 
“We have been pleased that, in return, 
our graduates also have been able to 
contribute to what the Vermeer companies 
have added to the state of Iowa and 
well beyond. We look forward to this 
partnership of service continuing for many 
years to come.”
A History of Charitable Gifts
Preliminary sketches have been drawn up for the addition to the Center for Science Technology.
The Maplewood Story aims to encourage Christian schools to work at nurturing an environment and atmosphere where reﬂ ection will be at home.
—from the Preface
“In Fostering a Reﬂ ective Culture in the Christian School: The Maplewood Story, Van Dyk persistently, yet humbly, challenges school participants to continuously reﬂ ect on what it means to administer, teach, and learn Christianly within
a spirits-ﬁ lled age.” 
—Dale De Weerd, Elementary principal and former Grade 4 teacherRipon Christian Schools; Ripon, CA
“The gifts of renewal of vision and transformation of school culture await those schools that commit to the Maplewood journey. In the end, our students will be better served and our LORD praised.”
—Elaine Brouwer, Co-coordinator of Alta Vista; Seattle, WA
“It is imperative that this important book be placed on the required reading list of all Christian college and university teacher education courses. It serves as a clarion call to reﬂ ective practice.”
—Frank De Vries, former teacher and principal; Vancouver, BC
Fostering a Reﬂ ective Culture
in the Christian School
John Van Dyk
John Van Dyk is professor of education, 
emeritus, and director of the Center for 
Educational Services at Dordt College, 
Sioux Center, Iowa. He works with 
Christian educators worldwide. He is 
the author of Letters to Lisa: Conversations 
with a Christian Teacher and The Craft of 
Christian Teaching: A Classroom Journey.
Photo by Susan Van Dyk
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Dordt Press
$19.00
WISDOM AND
CURRICULUM
After Postmodernity
Christian Schooling
Doug Blomberg
These six addresses are nothing less than a call to arms. 
Bajema musters his readers to arm themselves—heart, soul, 
and mind—to combat the spirits of our age. The weapon? 
“Holiness.” A holiness founded in the prophetic voice of the 
old and the stunning victory of the new testaments of God’s 
Word. From devout poetic reﬂection to animated entreaty, 
Bajema’s words will engage the reader in the ongoing battle 
to which the body of Christ is called until the nations walk 
in the light of the lamp of the Lamb.
Rev. Clifford Bajema is a retired CRC minis-
ter. He has served in numerous churches, 
as well as in several campus (university) 
settings throughout his career. During 
the school year of 2004-2005 he served as 
interim campus pastor at Dordt College.
Dordt Press
$9.00
CHRISTIANITY
IN A
CULTURE OF CONFLICT
Clifford E. Bajema
poems by David Schelhaas
The God Of
Material Things
Visa/Mastercard accepted. To order electronically go to www.dordt.edu/dordtpress.
To order by phone, call (712) 722-6420. Shipping charges will be added at time of order.
Be sure to inquire about bookseller/library discounts!
   Dordt College Press
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Jay Alan Wierenga (’82) has been appointed 
communications director for the California 
Conservation Corps (CCC). Wierenga was a news 
anchor and talk host for Newstalk 1530 KFBK in 
Sacramento since 2003. He was the news anchor 
for KTXL-TV Fox 40 in Sacramento from 2000 
to 2003. Prior to that, he held numerous other 
television positions, including anchor and reporter 
for KPHO-TV CBS5 in Phoenix, Arizona, and 
anchor for WSET-TV in Lynchburg, Virginia, 
where he was also managing editor. Wierenga 
is a member of the Stanford Home for Children 
Advisory Board and former board member for Big 
Brothers and Big Sisters in Sacramento.
Randy (’87) and Marsha Meyer from Sioux 
Center, welcomed Kellan James on March 7, 
2007. He joins Emily (5) and Kaeley (3).
Douglas (’88) and Leah Hoogerhyde announce 
the birth of Rachel Ann, born on October 16, 2006 
in Ridgewood, New Jersey. 
Dave and Anita (Veerbeek,’89) Schenk had a 
baby boy, Parker John, born November 28, 2006.
Ed (’91) and Fran (Ton, ’93) Kronemeyer 
thank God for the gift  of a son, Luke David, 
born on October 11, 2006. Luke is welcomed by 
his big brother Derek, and sisters Sydney and 
Mackenzie. Ed has been teaching for sixteen 
years, including a one-week course each spring at 
Th e King’s University in Edmonton, Alberta. Th e 
Kronemeyers live in Houston, British Columbia.
Tamara (Vander Klok, ’92) and Matt Kuiper 
announce the birth of Ryan Matthew, born on April 
12, 2007, in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Matthew 
joins sisters Alyssa (8) and Nicole (6) who are 
happy to welcome a boy into the family. 
Pam (DeBoer, ’92) and Tim Schmidt, along 
with future Defenders Th eo (8), Grace (7) and 
Michael (2) were thrilled to welcome Madeline 
Marie, born on September 6, 2006. Pam works at 
Target headquarters in Minneapolis as the manager 
of retirement plans. She enjoyed hosting the Dordt 
Future Business Executives Club at Target during 
their annual trip this spring. 
Benjamin Seth arrived on January 30, 2007, to 
Joel (’93) and Cyndi (Luttjeboer, ’ 93) Keen. Th e 
Keens live in St. Louis with their daughters, Emma 
and Abby.
Pete (’94) and Valerie Ton thank God for the 
birth of Elizabeth Rachel on August 27, 2006, a 
sister for Peter and Jenna. Pete is in his twelft h year 
of teaching at Heritage Christian School in Jordan, 
Ontario.
Craig (’94) and Dominique Van Hill have a new 
son, Parker Grant, born on March 3, 2007. “We are 
grateful that he is doing well even though his arrival 
was much earlier than expected. Praise be to God!”
Janna (Hendricks, ’95) and Brian “Butch” 
Libolt gave birth to a daughter, Claire Elizabeth, on 
November 16, 2006. 
 Carole (Storteboom, ’95) and Bill Martin 
announce the birth of their ﬁ rst child, Duncan 
Gerrit Robert, born on December 1, 2006, in Maple 
Ridge, British Columbia.
Erik (’95) and Shalini Byker welcomed their 
ﬁ rstborn, Rohan Jonah, on November 22, 2006.
Monique Sliedrecht (’96) a visual artist, has 
been involved in making a short ﬁ lm “Th e Walk,” 
which dramatizes one of the great moments in 
world history and at the same time addresses 
the huge challenges and hopes for the next 
generation. It centers on the moment when 
William Wilberforce made his crucial decision to 
visit John Newton (Amazing Grace), former captain 
of slave ships. It was an encounter in 1785 that 
helped persuade Wilberforce to devote his life to a 
seemingly impossible cause, the abolition of slavery. 
 Monique lives in the north of Scotland, at a 
place called Freswick Castle. She attended the 
Canadian Premier Showing of the ﬁ lm in Toronto, 
Canada, on March 8, 2007.
Scott (’96) and Abbie (Eekhoﬀ , ’96) Van Essen 
welcomed Beau William on February 2, 2007. He 
joins Georgia (6) and Eli (3).
Mark (’96) and Gina (Zylstra, ’99) Zylstra were 
blessed with another baby girl. Ruby Julia was born 
March 23, 2007. She is welcomed home by her two 
big sisters, Lucy (4), and Molly (2).  
Kevin (’96) and Larissa (Buys, ’96) Caspersen
welcomed Hannah Mary on November 15, 2006. 
Trent (’96) and Melissa (Van’t Hul, ’96) Prins
announce the birth of their third son, Jackson Lee, 
born on December 29, 2006. He joins Austin (8) 
and Tyler (4). Th e Prinses live in Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, where Trent works as a C.P.A. at Woltman, 
Van Kekerix and Stotz, P.C., and Melissa works 
part-time at Wells Fargo Bank.
Todd (’97) and Denise Schemper had a baby 
boy on Christmas Day 2006. Zachary Th omas lives 
in Des Moines, Iowa, with his parents.
Kristen (Vande Berg, ’97) and Nathan 
Sederstrom (’00) are proud to announce the birth 
of a baby girl, Raelyn Danae, born on December 
11, 2006, in Crown Point, Indiana.  She was a 
welcomed by brothers Treyton (Trey 3), and Ryan 
(18 months).  
James De Boer (’98) married Sarah Harper on 
March 3, 2007, at Glasgow Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Bear, Delaware. Th ey currently live 
in Bridgewater, Virginia. James met Sarah when 
they  attended Reformed Th eological Seminary in 
Jackson, Mississippi. He now works as a marketing 
specialist for WTON Radio.
Andre Kok (’98) recently took and passed 
the Examination for Accreditation in Public 
Relations. Th e accreditation is based on twenty 
essays, a portfolio, experience, and a written 
exam. Kok, a member of the air force, is attending 
San Diego State University for a Masters in Mass 
Communication and Media Studies.
Josh (’98) and Elizabeth (Hartwell, ’01) Vander 
Top announce the birth of Ethan John, born on 
January 22, 2007. Ethan’s big sister, Hannah, thinks 
he is the best and enjoys helping care for her little 
brother.
Brent (’99) and Christi (Vander Pol, ’98) 
Bruinsma welcomed Justin Andrew on March 15, 
2006.
Jeﬀ  (’99) and Lori (Th eune, ’99) Summerhays
had a daughter, Aubrey Ann, on December 3, 2006, 
a sister for Ethan (4). Th e Summerhays live in 
Brantford, Ontario.
Christine (Hospers, ’99) and Kevin Rosencrans 
announce the birth of Addison Lynn, born on 
October 20, 2006, in Holland, Michigan. Addison 
arrived four weeks early but has more than made 
up for lost time, say her parents. Big sister, Peyton, 
loves having a little sister.
Alumni 
Association 
is accepting 
nominations
The Alumni Association is accepting nominations for 
the Distinguished Alumni Award 
and Distinguished Service 
Award. Th e Distinguished 
Alumni Award is given to 
alumni who show evidence 
of living out a reformational 
worldview and are able to make 
a valuable contribution to the 
Dordt academic community. 
 Th e Distinguished Service 
Award is presented to an 
individual or individuals who 
demonstrate exemplary service 
to the college. Recipients need 
not be alumni.
 Please forward nominations 
and reasons for your nomination 
to the Alumni Oﬃ  ce at 
Dordt College via e-mail to 
alumni@dordt.edu or write to 
us at Alumni Oﬃ  ce, c/o Dordt 
College, 498 4th Avenue NE, 
Sioux Center, Iowa 51250
Ag and Ed 
departments 
honored 
The education and agriculture departments received an 
award at the Sioux County 
Extension Service annual 
banquet on March 27. Th e 
Partners in 4-H Award was 
presented to Dordt College in 
appreciation of outstanding 
service to Sioux County 4-H. In 
the words of the presenter:
 “Dordt College has been a 
valuable resource to Extension 
and 4-H for many years. Th e 
faculty, staﬀ , and students have 
been helpful in many Extension 
education eﬀ orts, including 
teaching Food Safety Quality 
Assurance to 4-H’ers, tractor 
safety instruction for youth, 
and leading school enrichment 
programs that Extension oﬀ ers, 
like, "Eating Healthy, Having 
Fun" and "Money Sense for 
Kids" Th ey’ve also played an 
important role in agriculture 
education—hosting listening 
forums and providing academic 
expertise.” 
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Communication. 
Staying in touch. 
One of my responsibilities as the director of alumni relations is to ﬁ nd ways 
for the college to better stay in 
touch with its alumni and friends. 
 Th e alumni oﬃ  ce tries to keep 
alumni informed through the 
monthly alumni online newsletter. 
We include information on 
upcoming events on campus 
as well as events that may 
be happening in your area. 
Th e newsletter also contains information on 
new faculty, awards that faculty or students 
may have received, milestones in the lives of 
alumni, and a variety of other newsworthy 
events. 
 We are currently looking at ways for 
our alumni council to be more engaged 
with constituents as well. We plan to 
expand the council, moving from regional 
representation to state and province 
representation, to better reﬂ ect the 
locations in which our alumni 
are living and working. One 
expectation of members of the 
council is that they be attentive to 
the alumni in their area and relay 
any feedback to the college.
 Communication and staying in 
touch is a two-way street, however.  
         For communication to 
truly happen, alumni also need 
to keep us informed about what 
is happening in their lives and 
keep their address, phone, 
and e-mail information current with the 
institution.
 Th e best way for you as alumni to 
stay in touch is by using the free alumni 
online directory. Th rough this easy-to-
use service, you can update addresses, 
phone numbers, and e-mail information. 
At the same time, you can tell the alumni 
oﬃ  ce about newsworthy events that have 
occurred in your lives. I know that many 
of you don’t like to blow your own “horn,” 
but we and many of your classmates and 
friends would like to know how the Lord 
is working in your life. To access the 
alumni online directory, log on to www.
alumniconnections.com/dordt. You can pick 
your own password and be able to display or 
hide any information that you wish to keep 
in your personal folder. 
 Currently, 2885 alumni have registered 
online. Th at’s roughly twenty percent of 
those who have attended the college. It 
doesn’t take much time, so please spend a 
couple of minutes to register at the site listed 
above. If you have any questions, feel free to 
give me a call at 712-722-6028 or e-mail me 
at wfopma@dordt.edu.
Staying in touch. 
It takes both of us.
Communication; staying in touch
Wes Fopma
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Participating in Dordt College’s reper-
tory theatre tour are (kneeling) Jona-
thon Shaﬀ stall, (ﬁ rst row, from left ) 
Sarah Hoogendoorn, Andrew Voss, 
Zach Eggebeen, (second row, from left ) 
Justine Moelker, T.J. Lagestee, Amy Blok 
and Melissa Schans.
Repertory 
Th eatre brings 
theater to high 
schools
The Dordt College repertory theatre ensemble gave two 
performances on Dordt’s campus 
at the New World Th eatre on 
May 3 and 5, kicking oﬀ  tour 
performances and workshops 
in a dozen high schools across 
Michigan, Wisconsin, Illinois, 
and Iowa.
 Th e half-hour shows were 
directed toward high school 
students and the issues they 
face today. “You will laugh, but 
you will also think, question, 
and perhaps dig beneath the 
surface of your life,” said Teresa 
TerHaar, the faculty advisor for 
the theater ensemble, the week 
before the shows took place.
 Th e repertory performance 
was based on interviews the 
Dordt College theater students 
did with Unity Christian High 
School (Orange City, Iowa) 
students. A series of scenes 
deals with issues that teenagers 
encounter every day, including 
peer pressure, body image, 
sexuality, and spirituality.
 Both original material and 
adapted theatrical material were 
included, along with music 
written by two Dordt students, 
Paul Krygsman and Andrew 
Voss.
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 Christopher (’99) and Amy (Wielinga, ’99 ) 
Nonhof announce the birth of Chloe Grace, born 
on February 23, 2007, in Sheboygan, Wisconsin.
Jeﬀ rey (’99) and Marisa (VanderMeulen, ’99) 
Krosschell announce the birth of Jason Evert, born 
on March 17, 2007. Jason joins sisters Meagan and 
Ashley in Randolph, Wisconsin.
Kevin and Melanie (Van Veldhuizen, ’99) Van 
Maanen had a baby girl, Erika Noelle, on December 
20, 2006. She joins Jenna (2).
Kurtis (’99) and Lisa (Van Mersbergen, ’99) De 
Bruin welcomed Erica Marie on February 2, 2007. 
She joins Jaren (4) and Bethany (2).
Angela (Larson, ’99) and Kevin (’00) Tuininga
announce the birth of Benjamin Shane, born on 
May 26, 2006, in Omaha, Nebraska. “Ben was born 
a week early and surprised us by his size—eleven 
pounds.”
Jeremy Geels (’00) was appointed the director of 
outdoor education at Mission Springs (California), 
a program he has been working with since 
graduating from Dordt.
Nathan Ledeboer (’00) completed his Ph.D. 
in microbiology from the University of Iowa in 
2005 and is ﬁ nishing a fellowship at Washington 
University in St. Louis. He is now assistant director 
of clinical pathology at the Medical College of 
Wisconsin in Milwaukee.
Laura Eekhoﬀ  (’00) is administrative assistant 
in the Institutional Advancement oﬃ  ce at North 
Iowa Area Community College in Mason City, 
Iowa. 
Brian and Michelle (Van Someren, ’00) Becker 
announce the birth of Nathan William, born on 
December 12, 2006, in Muscatine, Iowa. He joins 
big brother Nicholas James.
Jonathan (’00) and Emily (Groenewold, ’00) 
Bakker announce the birth of Samuel John, born 
on March 15, 2007, a little brother for Jori (5), Elise 
(3), and Tessa (1).
Jeremy (’00) and Jaci Vanden Berg announce 
the birth of Elyssa Rae born on July 1, 2007. 
Hannah (2) was  excited to get a sister.   
Chad (’00) and Sherene (Stewart, ’01) Flikkema
announce the birth of Mackenzie Marie on May 10, 
2006, in Fort Collins, Colorado. 
Tim (’00) and Jolynn (Vander Wal,’ 01) Van 
Iddekinge had their third child, Logan Th omas, on 
January 5, 2007. He joins Kylie and Levi.
Brian (’01) and Jean (Vande Voort, ’00) De 
Vries had a baby girl, Reagan Hope, on November 
22, 2006.
Benji (’01) and Alison (Feekes, ’01) Obbink
welcomed Brevan Wade on January 12, 2007.
Matt (’01) and Karen (Hamilton, ’01) Van 
Schouwen welcomed Kyra Grace on February 14, 
2007.
Aron (’01) and Sarah (Vriend, ’01) Zuidhof
announce the birth of Tianna Joelle, born at home 
on April 3, 2006, in Vancouver, British Columbia.
Anika Jean was born to Daniel (’01) and 
Rachelle (Walhof, ’01) Altena on March 7, 2007.
Shari (Olmsted, ’02) and Adam Montague 
announce the birth of Ella Marie on June 7, 2006, in 
Kalispell, Montana.
Amanda (Kubacki, ’02) and Chris Postma (’02) 
were married on July 7, 2006, in Minneapolis. Th ey 
live in Fridley, Minnesota.
Andy (’02) and Sharla (Zwart, ’02) Van Roekel
rejoice in the birth of  Aiden Mark on January 5, 
2007, in Rock Valley, Iowa.  
Scott (’02) and Amanda (Vander Wilt, ’02) Van 
Andel welcomed Klara Mae on March 18, 2007.
Terrence (’02) and Laura (Vos, ’03) Visser are 
the proud parents of Bennett Gerard, born on 
January 16, 2007. He joins Annika (2).
Jodi Cooper (’03) and Wes Jackson announce 
their marriage, which took place on February 10, 
2007. Th ey live in San Marcos, California.
Denae (Wittmeier, ’03) and Brian Matherly
(’02) announce the birth of Mitchell Glenn on 
September 26, 2005, in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.  
Mackenzie Joy was born to Aaron and Kim 
(Obbink, ’03) Huizenga on December 29, 2006.
Reid (’04) and Kristin (Sneller ’04) Rozeboom
welcomed Jamin Paul on July 28, 2006. Th e 
Rozebooms live in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
Daniel Peter was born to Donny and Sarah 
(Fedders, ’04) Gaalswyk on December 19, 2006.
Matt (‘03) and Janey (Ledeboer, ’05) Boogerd 
were blessed with the birth of Brady Th omas on 
November 1, 2006.  
Ethan (’05) and Amber (Steggerda, ’07) 
Huizenga announce the birth of Jacen Amos on 
January 12, 2007, in St. Louis, Missouri.
Harley Preston was born to Harley and Jessica 
(Rowenhorst, ex ’04) Janssen on August 28, 2006. 
Harley joins three-year-old Jayna Kimberly. Th ey 
live in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.
Sally (Vander Griend, ’04) Vander Tuin 
successfully completed her Certiﬁ ed Public 
Accountancy exam in November, 2006. She is 
employed at Cain Ellsworth and Co. LLP and 
accounting ﬁ rm in Sheldon, Iowa. Sally and her 
husband, David Vander Tuin (’04), live in Sioux 
Center.
Kesler Louis was born to Matthew (’05) and
Lashawn (Kingma, ’05) De Groot on December 
12, 2006.
Leah (Van Wyhe, ’06) Vande Vegte passed the 
Certiﬁ ed Public Accountancy examination in the 
spring of 2007.
Four Dordt College alumni coached teams that won state 
championships in high school 
basketball in their respective states 
this year. It’s not the ﬁ rst time they’ve 
accomplished that feat.
Jim Eekhoff (’72) won his fourth 
state championship as head coach at 
Western Christian High School in Hull, 
Iowa, when the Wolfpack defeated Mid 
Prairie of Wellman 67-62 in the 2007 
Iowa Class 2A state title game. Eekhoff, 
a native of Kanawha, Iowa, also won 
championships in 1985, 1991, and 1996. 
Scott Soodsma’s (’82) girls’ 
basketball team from Unity Christian 
High School in Hudsonville, Michigan, 
won the Michigan State Championship 
game in the fall of 2006. Scott’s ﬁ rst 
state championship win was with the 
boys’ team from Northern Michigan 
Christian from McBain, Michigan in 
1987. Scott and his wife Mary (Buwalda, 
’82) are the parents of current Dordt 
students, Joshua and Abbie, and 
incoming freshman, Amber.
Dean Wagenaar (’89) won his 
third state championship as head 
coach at Sunnyside Christian High 
School in Sunnyside, Washington, 
when the Knights defeated Marysville 
Tulalip Heritage High School 58-40 
in the 2007 Washington Class 1B 
state championship game. Wagenaar, 
originally from Ritter, Iowa, also won 
championships in 2002 and 2005.
Greg Haagsma (’91) won his fourth 
state championship as head coach 
at Valley Christian High School in 
Chandler, Arizona, when the Trojans 
defeated Tucson Desert Christian High 
School 63-38 in the 2007 Arizona Class 
2A state title game. Haagsma, who is 
originally from Pella, Iowa, also won 
championships in 2002, 2003, and 
2006.
FOURmer Glory
The Board of Trustees of the Christian Reformed Church has appointed Sandy 
(Faber) Johnson to 
be the Director of 
Denominational 
Ministries (DDM). 
Johnson (’87) has 
worked in the 
banking industry 
for thirteen years, 
aft er which she 
spent several years 
as a self-employed 
consultant in strategic ministry planning 
and organizational behavior.
 “I have oft en said over the last ﬁ ve years 
that I’ve discovered my gift s are in business 
but my heart is about ministry,” Johnson 
said. “I love being part of ministry, watching 
how God is working through his people. 
I love equipping ministry to happen by 
creating the systems and processes.”
 Born and raised in the Christian 
Reformed Church, Johnson grew up on a 
farm in Iowa. She now lives in Hudsonville, 
Michigan, with her husband, Deloy ('87), 
and their three daughters.  “I grew up 
knowing God’s love as a child and wanting 
to serve him,” she said.
 In her interview by the board, Johnson 
said her spiritual gift s are leadership, 
administration, and encouragement.  “I love 
people,” she added.  “A lot of leadership is 
loving people.”
 As DDM, Johnson will be responsible 
for advancing the uniﬁ ed ministry of 
the Christian Reformed Church through 
strategic planning and coordination of goals 
of the seven denominational agencies and 
institutions.
 Rev. Gerard (Jerry) Dykstra, the CRC’s 
executive director, said, “Sandy brings a 
fresh perspective and approach to our senior 
leadership team. Her business background 
and local church involvement provide a 
balanced approach to eﬀ ective and eﬃ  cient 
ministry. Her skills in team building 
and consulting will serve her and the 
denomination well.”
 Johnson was chosen by a search 
committee following a lengthy process that 
included about thirty applicants, of whom 
eleven were interviewed.  Keith Oosthoek, 
who chaired the search committee, said 
that “While she brings unique gift s to the 
position as a woman, she was chosen for her 
skills and the match of those skills to the 
requirements of the DDM role.”
 (from the CRC News Service)
Sandy Johnson
Sandy Johnson joins CRC leadership team
A L U M N I  S T O R I E S
 Vo i c e  1 5
Lynn Otto ('84)
I
n 1955, Harold Mulder enrolled in 
the brand new Midwest Christian 
Junior College, now Dordt College, 
two days aft er classes began.  He 
hadn’t planned to go to college at 
all, but the price of cattle changed his mind. 
“I went with my dad to sell some cattle in 
Sioux City,” recalls Mulder. “Prices were so 
bad that, on the way home from the auction 
barn, I told him that I’d better ﬁ nd another 
way to make a living.” Mulder enrolled 
in the new college and started classes the 
next day, with the plan of becoming an 
elementary school teacher. 
 “Th e college started because there 
was a great need for teachers in Christian 
schools,” remembers Mulder.  “I was 
interested in elementary education, and the 
school was close to home.  My older brother 
was going to Calvin College, but my parents 
couldn’t aﬀ ord to send two of us there at the 
same time. Th ey thought the new college 
was a good idea and were supportive of 
it, but they were a bit worried that, since 
it was so small and young, it might not 
provide a challenging enough education.” 
Today Mulder says that their fears were not 
realized at all. “I got a very good education 
there and had no trouble going on to other 
schools later.”  
 One of ten children, Mulder says his 
parents were the strongest inﬂ uence in his 
life. “Th ey encouraged all of us to study to 
learn how to serve God better.” Church and 
school reinforced what he learned from his 
parents, and Dordt College “carried that 
on into the next level of education,” says 
Mulder.  
 While earning his two-year degree 
from Dordt, Mulder lived at home, milking 
forty cows before class every morning and 
milking them again every evening aft er 
classes. Th ere were no dorms then, so local 
students lived at home, while those who 
came from a distance boarded in town. 
Even so, “there was a good social climate 
at the college,” says Mulder, who served on 
the Student Council. Mulder remembers 
the eﬀ orts that the council made to ensure 
that the school provided a true college 
experience.  
 “Many of us came from Western 
Christian High School, and some of the 
staﬀ  members were also from Western. We 
wanted to be sure we weren’t treated like 
high schoolers,” he says.  
 Th e council had plenty to do. “We 
picked the school colors and the name 
'Defenders.' We started clubs, planned 
banquets, and launched and named the 
yearbook.  Th e Signet was issued for the 
ﬁ rst time in 1957.” 
 So why did the council pick black and 
white? “Well, Calvin had maroon and gold, 
and Western had maroon and white, and 
other local schools had the blues,” Mulder 
explains. “We thought black and white 
would look better than bright orange.”
 Black and white still clothe the 
Defenders, but other things have changed 
with the times. Mulder remembers trying 
to sign up for the elementary education 
methods class, but not being allowed to take 
it because the class was for female students 
only. “I eventually took the class elsewhere,” 
says Mulder. “Th ings were diﬀ erent then.” 
 He remembers that all of the students 
were in the choir the ﬁ rst year. Th ere were 
no try-outs. “Th ere was one guy who told 
Dr. Van Til, our director, that he couldn’t 
sing and didn’t like to sing. But Van Til said, 
‘You stand up there and act like it, and you 
can carry the risers.’ It was a good choir 
though,” says Mulder.  Choir was optional 
the second year, but “most of us stayed with 
it.” 
 Th e new school’s small size meant that 
“there was a tremendous opportunity for 
anyone to move into a leadership position,” 
recalls Mulder. Th ough he describes himself 
as being on the shy side, he was elected to 
the Student Council his ﬁ rst year and in 
his second year became vice-president of 
his class as well as president of the Student 
Council. “I learned I could be a leader,” he 
says. Th at discovery proved useful as he 
later moved into school administration. 
Even in retirement, Mulder is a leader. 
He and his wife, Marlyce, volunteer 
two to three sessions a year as on-site 
managers with the Christian Reformed 
World Relief Committee’s Disaster Relief 
Services. Most recently they’ve worked on 
Hurricane Katrina relief projects. 
 Aft er Mulder graduated from Dordt 
with his A.A. degree, he taught for two 
years in the Hawarden and Rock Valley 
Christian schools. He married Marlyce 
Van Dyke from Leota, Minnesota, in 1959 
and headed to Calvin College to earn his 
B.A., graduating in 1961.  He received his 
Master’s in Elementary Administration 
from Wayne State University in Detroit in 
1971.  
 During his career, Mulder taught or 
served as administrator in eight more 
Christian schools, located in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan; Denver, Colorado; 
Dearborn, Michigan; Silver Springs, 
Maryland; Waupun, Wisconsin; Walnut 
Creek, California; and Miami and Orlando, 
Florida. Having beneﬁ ted from Dordt’s 
commitment to provide an excellent 
education even from its small beginning, 
Mulder was determined to follow its 
example. His goal has been “to provide 
the best possible Christian education for 
all of God’s children, even in the smallest 
schools.” Whether he earned more working 
in Christian education than he would have 
on the farm is debatable, but Mulder has no 
regrets. He says, “It’s been a challenging and 
satisfying career.”  
 From 1993 to 2002, Mulder worked 
as an educational sales consultant for 
Pearson Learning Group, a curriculum 
company. When he retired from school 
administration in 2004, he was asked to 
return to Pearson as a part-time consultant, 
which he’s still doing today, mainly 
providing in-service product education for 
teachers.  
 He and Marlyce have worked side 
by side throughout most of his career. 
Also a teacher, Marlyce assisted in music 
education and school library work as well. 
Th ey now live in Winter Park, Florida, 
and enjoy gardening, going to concerts, 
and traveling, especially to visit their four 
children, eight grandchildren, and two great 
grandchildren.  Th ey return to Sioux Center 
about once a year to see family, so Mulder 
has kept an eye on the college that started 
him on his teaching career. 
Eighteen members from the class of 1957 celebrated the 50th anniversary reunion of Dordt’s ﬁ rst grad-
uating class over graduation weekend this year. Harold Mulder delivered a short message from the 
class of 1957 to the class of 2007 at its graduation ceremony on May 11.
Harold and Marlyce Mulder have been back to Dordt College regularly since Harold attended from 1955 to 
1957, including for the Jubilee Weekend in 2005.
Harold 
Mulder
Member of ﬁ rst graduating class oﬀ ers 
encouragement to this year's seniors 
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